
Northbrook Park District Seeks Input on Future Facilities
On December 16, 2011, the Northbrook Park District finalized the purchase of a six-acre 
parcel located at 180 North Anets Drive, the site of the former Anetsberger Brothers 
restaurant equipment plant.  

The Anets Drive property is adjacent to 
Techny Prairie Park and Fields, one of the 
crown jewels of the Park District.   The 
Park District is now undertaking a public 
input process in order to determine how 

to best utilize the 
site and deter-
mine community 
interest in recre-
ational options.  
  The purchase of 
the site was made 
possible by an 
option that was 
included when 
the Park District 
acquired the 60 
acre Techny Prai-
rie Park property 
in 2000, which 

has been developed and now features a 
golf course, athletic fields, fishing pond, 
skate park and nature trail.  At the time of 
the acquisition, the Park District negoti-
ated a 40-year option to buy the adjacent 

Save the Date, Groupon Co-Founder to Headline Chamber’s Annual Meeting
Groupon co-founder Eric Lefkofsky will 
be the keynote speaker at the Chamber’s 
2012 Annual Meeting on Tuesday, April 3rd 
at the Renaissance Chicago North Shore 
Hotel.  Lefkofsky, age 42, is Chairman of 
Groupon, Inc., an on-line collective buying 
website, which has quickly become one of 
the fastest growing companies of all time.   
Groupon serves more than 150 markets in 
North America and 100 markets through-
out the world and has amassed 35 million 
registered users.  Lefkofsky is expected to 
comment on the principles that sparked 

Groupon’s meteoric rise as well as his own 
success story. 
 In addition to Lefkofsky’s remarks, the 
evening will also feature the installation of 
the 2012 Chamber Board of Directors and 
the presentation of the Chamber’s annual 
Business Awards.  A special thank you to 
Whitehall of Deerfield for being the Pre-
senting Sponsor. There are additional spon-
sorships available.  For more information on 
table and individual sponsorships which will 
give your company visibility at the event, 
call the Chamber at (847)498-5555.
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Chamber Launches Revised, 
Refocused Ambassador Program
Building on the success of the program 
started over a decade ago, the Chamber 
is launching a re-energized and re-focused 
Ambassador program. Highly visible, 
active volunteers will serve as an impor-
tant liaison to new and prospective mem-
bers, and will be the goodwill arm of the 
organization. With these new, expanded 
responsibilities, Ambassadors will play an 
important role in building a loyal, commit-
ted membership base. They will go out into 
the community, and spread the good word 
about the Chamber.
 Under the staff guidance of Member-
ship and Marketing Director Mike Sulli-
van, a Committee of 15 – 20 Ambassadors 

will have a twofold focus: to help recruit 
new members into the organization and as-
sist with membership retention. Chamber 
Board member John Martin, Senior Vice 
President of Sandler Training, will chair 
the Committee.
 Identifying and recruiting prospective 
members will be among the duties for the 
ambassadors. Consistently, peer to peer re-
ferrals have always been the most effective 
way to build the Chamber’s membership. 
Every year, the Chamber gets 35-45% of 
its new members from referrals from cur-
rent members. Last year 55 new members 
joined the Chamber as a result of referrals 
from current members. 

every year, the Chamber gets 35-45%  
of its new members from referrals             

from current members.



A Message From the Chamber President
Whether it’s a friendly 
greeting at an event, 
or a quick phone call 
just to check in, there’s 
nothing like personal 
interaction to estab-
lish a long standing, 
meaningful relation-
ship between Cham-
ber members.   Here 
at the Chamber, you 
have probably seen 

ambassadors at our networking events providing 
just that kind of personal touch.  However, this 
year, the Chamber Ambassadors program will 
be ramped up, taking the program a step further.    
The Ambassadors will go beyond facilitating net-
working events, and will play an important role 
– reaching out and connecting with segments 
of the Chamber membership, making sure they 
stay engaged in the organization and are aware 
of ways they can benefit from their member-
ship.  Ambassadors will also help with our re-
cruitment efforts.  Our members have always 
been our most successful advocates in spreading 
the word about our organization, and bringing 
in new businesses. These important volunteers 
will help identify new ways to grow the organi-
zation, and will also have a chance to give feed-
back from their interaction.  I am excited about 

this new program and hope that members who 
have benefitted from Chamber participation will 
come forward to serve on our new Ambassador 
Committee.  Even if you are unable to serve as an 
ambassador, we would love to hear your ideas for 
the program.
 While a lot of attention is focused on the 
national races this year, there are many impor-
tant local races and referendums right here in 
our own backyard.   One issue on the ballot next 
month would directly benefit Northbrook’s small 
businesses.  It would simply give the authority 
to the Village to bid collectively on the supply of 
electricity.  Other communities in Illinois have 
successfully bid collectively saving customers as 
much as 30% on the supply portion of their elec-
tric bill.  Any business not interested in partici-
pating in the program would have the ability to 
“opt out” should they so choose.  Last month the 
Chamber board voted unanimously to encourage 
voters to support the referendum.  There will 
also be many opportunities through the local me-
dia and other candidate debate forums to learn 
more about the candidates who are running.
 Our outstanding Annual Dinner and our Golf 
Outing will be here before you know it!  Watch 
for more information in the Chamber newsletter  
or call any staff member and we will be happy to 
strategize with you for ways to gain exposure at 
either of these terrific events.

six acre parcel of land from the Anetsberger 
family should they decide to sell their business.  
When the decision was made to sell the busi-
ness in 2009, the Park District was able to exer-
cise the option, using surplus funds to purchase 
the property for $2.1 million with no increase in 
taxes to the community.  
A Community Interest and Opinion Survey was 
conducted by the Park District in the summer 
of 2009. At that time, over 86% of the responding 
Northbrook residents replied that they regu-
larly visit Park District facilities.  While giving 
the Park District high marks, several areas of 
additional recreational interest were identified.  
Interest in an indoor fitness and exercise facil-
ity, an indoor pool, and walking and biking trails 
were listed as areas of need.  Almost one-third of 
Northbrook residents indicated that they would 
like to have a dog park.
 With the purchase of the new parcel, the 
Park District is now in the process of conduct-

ing a new follow-up survey to gather feedback 
on how the residents would like the new parcel 
utilized.  The 23 question survey was mailed 
to 3,000 random households.  Included in the 
survey are questions about the possibility of de-
veloping additional indoor programming space, 
with a list of all programs and facilities that could 
be developed, and expected household use of 
the Park amenities.  The survey also addresses 
resident’s willingness to pay additional taxes for 
new facilities.  Included in the survey are ques-
tions about the operating costs associated with 
any new facility and whether they should come 
from user fees, property taxes, or a combination 
of both.  
 Following receipt of survey results, the 
Park District will hold several public meetings 
to obtain additional input from Northbrook resi-
dents.  For more information visit www.nbparks.
org or call Ann Ziolkowski at 847-291-2960. 
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March 20 Ballot Referendums
 ; Northbrook electrical Aggregation 

referendum
Northbrook residents will have an op-
portunity to give the Village the author-
ity to solicit bids and enter into a service 
agreement for the purchase of electricity 
by voting “yes” on the electrical aggrega-
tion referendum, which will be on the 
March 20, 2012 ballot.  If the Referendum 
is approved, the Village will bid collectively 
with 7 other communities for a less costly 
source of electricity.  
 The Chamber is encouraging North-
brook voters to approve the referendum.  
For more information visit www.pluginilli-
nois.org, or for a list of Frequently Asked 
Questions, please visit the Village’s web-
site at www.northbrook.il.us.  

 ; West Northfield School District 31 
referendum

For the second time, West Northfield 
School District 31 is placing a referendum 
on the ballot to seek an increase in the tax 
rate that would provide an additional $1.55 
million in revenue each year to maintain 
current educational programs and expens-
es. Approximately 92% of District 31’s rev-
enue comes from local property taxes.  
 Part of the basis for the referendum 
stems from the recent property tax appeals 
including a significant successful appeal by 
Allstate Insurance, the largest taxpayer in 
the District.  The District is also facing a 
rise in costs to make up for lost state and 
federal funding for the  increasing number 
of students who require special services.  
$5 million in life safety and infrastructure 
building repairs are needed for facilities. 
District 31 has the lowest tax rate in North-
field Township and the 7th lowest tax rate 
in the state. Per pupil spending is currently 
$3,000 to $9,000 less than neighboring el-
ementary school districts. 
 The additional funding proposed 
would allow the District to avoid having to 
make further cuts beyond the $1.8 million 
in budget reductions already made.   More 
information about District 31's financial 
needs and the facts of the District 31 Ref-
erendum can be found on the District 31 
website at www.district31.net.

Voters to Decide on Candidates, Referendums in March Primary
Congressional candidates running in the newly drawn legislative districts, all state leg-
islators, candidates for Supreme Court Judge, and several referendums are among the 
things voters will find on the ballot in the March 20th Illinois primary.  Depending on the 
address, Northbrook voters will see the following on their ballots:

United States Congress
9th Congressional District (includes eastern portions of Northbrook)

Democrats republicans 
 y Jan Schakowsky, Evanston (incumbent) 

 y Simon Ribeiro, Evanston
 y Timothy Wolfe, Arlington Heights
 y Susanne Atanus, Des Plaines

10th Congressional District (includes western portions of Northbrook)
Democrats republican 
 y Vivek Bavda, Mundelein
 y Brad Schneider, Deerfield
 y Ilya Sheyman, Waukegan
 y John Tree, Long Grove
 y Aloys Rutagwibira, Hainesville

 y  Robert Dold, Kenilworth (incumbent)

Illinois State Legislature
17th District (currently held by Rep. Daniel Biss)

Democrats republican  
 y Laura Fine, Glenview  y Kyle Frank, Skokie

18th District 
Democrat republican  
 y Robyn Gabel, Evanston (incumbent)  y none

57th District
Democrat republican 
 y  Elaine Nekritz, Northbrook (incumbent)  y  Jonathan Greenberg, Northbrook

58th District (currently held by Rep. Karen May)

Democrat  republicans 
 y Scott Drury, Highwood  y Mark Neerhof, Lake Forest

 y Lauren Turelli, Lake Forest

Illinois State Senate
9th District (currently held by Sen. Jeff Schoenberg)

Democrat republican 
 y Daniel Biss, Evanston  y Marc Levine, Wilmette

29th District (currently held by Sen. Susan Garrett)

Democrat  republican  
 y Julie Morrison, Deerfield
 y Milton Sumption, Lake Bluff

 y Arie Friedman, Highland Park

Important Dates for Voting
 y Feb. 9:  First day to apply for absentee 
ballot

 y Feb. 21:  Last day to register to vote

 y Feb. 27:  First day for early voting
 y Mar. 19:  Last day for early voting

Source:  IL State Board of Elections:  www.elections.il.gov/



Sponsors, Volunteers Needed for Golf Outing
Winter getting you down?  Forget ice and 
snow -- think green and the upcoming 
Chamber Golf Outing, scheduled for Fri-
day, June 8!  Now is a great time to plan 
ahead and take advantage of sponsorship 
opportunities.  By signing up early, spon-
sors receive maximum exposure for the 
next few months on the Chamber web-
site, on all signage, in the newsletter and 
in the program.    There are plenty of pro-
motional opportunities available, including 
the Lunch sponsor, Beverage and Snack 
Stations, Raffle or the Golf Carts spon-
sorships.  
 Another way to support the 
Outing is to join other 
Chamber members 
on the Volunteer 
Planning Committee.  

Volunteers help plan all the details and fun 
for the daylong event which is one of the 
biggest and most important fundraisers 
of the year.  The group meets four times 
between March through May over lunch, 
where participants enjoy networking and 
sharing their creative ideas to make the 
Golf Outing a success.  
 The Outing attracts more than 150 
business and civic leaders each year, and 

includes 18 holes of golf, a bar-
beque lunch, cocktails, dinner, 

awards and a $500 raffle.  For 
more information on spon-
sorships and volunteering, 
contact Maggie McCurdy 
at (847)498-5555 ext. 2

2012 Tax Tips for Small Businesses
By Marty Albert, Albert and Goodman, CPAs

Income tax season 
is upon us and we 
all know how cum-
bersome and com-
plicated the process 
can be.  As a CPA and 
business consultant 
to small and mid-
sized businesses, I 
know there is a tre-

mendous amount of information about the 
typical tax planning suggestions.  As you 
prepare for your 2011 tax filings and meet 
with your tax advisor, consider the follow-
ing, often overlooked, opportunities and 
issues:

 y Small and mid-size businesses should 
determine if they are eligible to use 
research and experimentation credits.  
These credits can be significant.  Our 
clients have reduced their tax burden 
by tens of thousands of dollars utilizing 
these credits.  New rules were enacted 
in 2010 that expanded the applicability 
of these credits for small businesses.

 y If you hired new employees in 2010 
that were previously unemployed, you 
may be eligible for a tax credit on your 

2011 tax return.

 y The IRS is increasing audits for high 
income individuals. For taxpayers re-
porting income over $200,000, the IRS 
increased face to face audits by 34% in 
2011.  Have a discussion with your tax 
advisor as to your specific audit risks 
and review the documentation needed 
to withstand audit scrutiny.

 y Review retirement plan options to 
make sure you are utilizing the best 
plan for your circumstances.  Plans 
such as SEP’s, 401k/Profit Sharing, 
SIMPLE plans and Cash Balance Plans 
can all be suitable for small businesses.  

Business owners generally file a multitude 
of complex tax forms in January through 
April.  Ultimately, you as the taxpayer are 
responsible for the content of these re-
turns.  It is important to be confident that 
they are accurate and complete.  The best 
way to accomplish this is to ask questions, 
communicate and have a close year round 
relationship with your tax advisor.

A CPA since 1983, Marty Albert founded Albert & 
Goodman, CPAs in 1993.  His firm specializes in in-
novative tax planning and comprehensive account-
ing services for entrepreneurs.

Chamber Members Make 
Business Connections
An important goal for every member 
is finding new business opportunities 
through the Chamber.  Members of-
ten indicate that as a result of attending 
Chamber networking events or through 
their visibility in the organization, they 
get business in unexpected ways.  
 Moog Quickset is an industry leader 
in providing Pan & Tilt Positioners for 
visible and thermal cameras, microwave 
dishes and many other payloads.  Am-
pliVox Sound System manufactures and 
markets portable public address systems 
and integrated wireless sound systems.  
On the surface, there might not appear 
to be any synergy between these two 
businesses. However, through a Cham-
ber connection, Quickset and Amplivox 
are in the process of exploring a busi-
ness opportunity.  Introduced by a fellow 
Chamber member, Amplivox President 
Don Roth learned from Quickset’s Presi-
dent Andy Lareau, about the company’s 
frequent need for mounting audio equip-
ment on top of the Pan & Tilt Positioners, 
particularly for emergency communica-
tions. The companies are now exploring 
a business partnership.  “We know that 
there is great potential to do more sys-
tems integration and are in the process of 
putting together some new applications 
with Quickset,” says Roth.
 Chamber members acknowledged 
other successful connections at last 
month’s First Friday networking break-
fast.   Les Stern credited a recent business 
contract he made with someone he met 
through the Chamber three years ago.  
“While I added him to my email marketing 
list, we did not talk in all those years.  But 
he kept my card and when he needed mar-
keting support, he called,” noted Stern.  
Merle Lask, Ross Nut co. commented that 
she recently received four new orders 
from Chamber members.  

 If you would like to acknowledge a member 
for a referral, or if you have made business con-
nections through the Chamber, share the news 
at an upcoming First Friday breakfast or send 
an e-mail to info@northbrookchamber.org or call 
(847)498-5555.



Congratulations to Mark Freeman, Mc-
Donald’s Northshore, who was recently 
appointed to Northbrook’s Industrial and 
Commercial Development Commission.

My Best Friend’s Closet, 1780 Green Bay Road,  
Highland Park will celebrate their 2nd year 
anniversary on Thursday, February 9th 
from 4 p.m. – 8 p.m. with an evening of 
special activities, including a book signing 
by local author Shea Vaughn, raffles and 
special promotions through the night; 20% 
of evening's proceeds will be donated to 
Bottomless Closet, an organization to help 
women re-entering the work force.

"This Could Be Your Lucky Night" is the 
theme for the West Northfield School District 31 
Education Foundation's annual Winter Ben-
efit, at 7:30 p.m. on Saturday, February 11th, 
at Fields Infiniti, 2100 Frontage Road in Glen-
coe. All proceeds from the event will benefit 
District 31 schools including Field Middle 
School and Winkelman School in Glenview. 
Benefit activities include a fun night of "gam-
ing," a variety of food donated by local restau-
rants, a live auction, a silent auction, and live 
entertainment. For more information, call 
the District 31 Office at 847-272-6880.

Dr. Gregg Gerstin, Align Wellness Center will 
host a free seminar  “Easing the Stress of 
a Car Accident” on Wednesday, February 
15th  at 7:00 pm at Align Wellness Center, 
300 Skokie Boulevard.  Dr. Gerstin will 
share valuable tips on what to do before, 
during and after a car accident.  To reserve 
your spot, call (847) 564-9500. 
 
Allstate Insurance Company has opportuni-
ties for people with an entrepreneurial 
spirit who are interested in purchasing or 
starting their own agency.  For more infor-
mation, contact Felicia Gilg at (630)297-
6349 or e-mail her at Felicia.gilg@allstate.
com. There is a $5,000 referral fee for 
anyone who refers someone who then be-
comes a successful agent.

The Rehabilitation Institute of Chicago Northshore, 
is offering a free lecture, on Feb 4th from 
10 to 11 am entitled “Common Injuries in 
Female Athletes.” Dr. Shana Margolis will 
discuss common knee, shoulder, lower 

back and overuse injuries in female ath-
letes. She will explain recognition, treat-
ment, and prevention of these common 
injuries. For more information call Ted 
Burke at 312-238-3814 
 
Pinstripes Bowling Bocce Bistro is offering free 
bowling during the Super bowl, on Sunday, 
February 5th from 5:30 p.m. to 10 p.m.  
Each bowling lane has flat screen TVs for 
bowlers to watch the game, while enjoying 
some of their specialties from the Bistro.  
Kids 12 and under eat for free from the 
kid’s menu.  No reservations required.  

The Northbrook Symphony Orchestra is partner-
ing with Northbrook Rotary to perform a 
benefit concert on Sunday, February 26th 
to help support Rotary’s “End Polio Now!” 
campaign.  Up to 50% of the ticket price will 
be donated in support of the cause.  For 
more information call (847)272-0755 or 
visit www.TheNSO.org

Northbrook Bank and Trust Company announced 
recently that Vice President Jim King will 
assume responsibility for Northbrook’s per-
sonal banking division at their Waukegan 
Road office. Previously he served as a com-
munity lender at the West Northbrook office.

On Wednesday, February 29th, the North-
brook Park District is offering a free wellness 
workshop to show adults how to protect 
themselves and their families from heart 
disease – the #1 killer in the U.S. The work-
shop runs from 7-8pm at the Leisure Center 
and will share five key steps to building a 
naturally healthy heart. For more informa-

tion, visit nbparks.org or call 847-291-2995.

Membership Director Lesley 
Fletcher (c) welcomed Chamber 
President Tensley Garris (2nd 
from l) and over 100 guests to 
the holiday After Hours at Mis-
sion Hills Country Club.  Enjoy-
ing the hospitality and learning 
more about the many outstand-
ing amenities at Mission Hills 
were raf fle prize winners  (l 
to r) Joel Hochman, Hochman 
and Baker, Fred Steinemann, 
UPS and Sue Turner, The Cove 
School

SCORE Offers Free Business 
Workshops
Three business workshops will be pre-
sented by SCORE, the free counseling 
and consulting affiliate of the Small Busi-
ness Administration, at the Northbrook 
Library.  The programs will be held on 
Tuesdays from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. in the 
Pollack Room.  
March 6: Marketing: The Engine that Powers your 
Business
Topics covered include effective and stra-
tegic utilization of pricing, promotion, 
product planning, distribution and use 
of the internet to help give businesses a 
competitive  edge.

April 3: Buying a Profitable Business – How to find, 
evaluate and negotiate   
Learn about buying a business as an al-
ternative to starting up a new business    
Also learn how to analyze a business op-
portunity and negotiate a business pur-
chase.         

May 8: Financials: Mastering Cash Flow and Profit
This workshop will review the basic fi-
nancial concept needed to run a small 
business. Accounting, financial state-
ments, cash flow forecasts, business 
start up costs and various financial tools 
will be covered.

To register visit www.scorechicago.org, 
click on “Workshops” scroll to Library 
Based Mini-Workshops, fill out the form 
and submit.



Monthly Networking Events 
First Friday Networking Breakfast
friday, february 3
7:00 - 9:00 a.m.
Chamber Office
$7 members, $12 guests payable at the door*

Join over 100 members and guests for proven networking oppor-
tunities at the First Friday networking breakfast.  The structured 
breakfast includes time for informal networking, brief introduc-
tions, and round table discussions that will give you solid business 
leads. First Friday features coffee provided by Starbucks in addi-
tion to pastries by Leonard’s Bakery.

SOHO (Small Office/Home Office)
Wednesday, february 8
11:45 a.m. - 1:15 p.m.
Chamber Office
No charge to bring lunch; $8 members, $12 guests for catered lunch (must be 

ordered in advance.)

Network with fellow entrepreneurs in an informal lunch setting.  
Discuss the problems and solutions that small businesses have 
in common.  Participants come from a myriad of backgrounds 
and share a wealth of information.      

Business After Hours
Wednesday, february 15
5:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Duxler Complete Auto Care
280 Skokie Blvd.
Complimentary for members, $20 for guests

Enjoy a Mardis Gras theme at this After Hours while learning 
more about the many services provided by Duxler.  Network 
with colleagues from the Northbrook and Highland Park Cham-
bers and enjoy delicious appetizers as well as live jazz.  Bring 
plenty of business cards for networking and a chance to win 
a raffle prize.  Parking is available across the street at Village 
Square Shopping Center.

Technology Networking Forum
Thursday, february 23
7:30 a.m. - 9:00 a.m.
Chamber Office
Complimentary for members, $10 for guests

Often making peer to peer referrals, members involved in tech-
nology are eager to learn about each other’s expertise and form 
“power partnerships.” If you specialize in hardware, software, 
networking,  or other technology specialties, consider  attending 
this focused networking session.  Practitioners only. 

vance the Chamber’s goal of maintaining its 85% retention rate in 
several important ways. Ambassadors along with Chamber Board 
members will reach out and make follow-up contact with a select 
list of members, finding ways to engage them in the organization. 
Through their outreach, they will answer questions, invite mem-
bers to upcoming events, and explain ways they can capitalize on 
their membership benefits.
 Any member that has been active in the Chamber for at least 
a year or has experience as an ambassador with another similar 
organization is eligible to become ambassador.  Enthusiastic, 
dependable team players are also qualifications that sought. Am-
bassadors will meet quarterly at the Chamber office to strategize 
with fellow volunteers,  report on their activities, learn more about 
membership recruitment efforts and receive future assignments. 
They will also be assigned new members to mentor during the 
first few months and will be asked to identify at least two prospec-
tive members every quarter.
 Ambassadors will in turn be recognized at Chamber events 
and fundraisers. Serving as an ambassador will offer new oppor-
tunities for strategic networking and exposure. The Chamber will 
also feature all Ambassadors on a special page on the Chamber 
website, with photo, contact information, and brief description of 
their business.
 Any Chamber member interested in becoming an ambassa-
dor is encouraged to contact Membership Director Mike Sullivan 
at (847)498-5555 ext 1 to fill out a brief application explaining their 
interest in serving as an ambassador

Ambassador Program Cont. from Pg. 1

“Understanding Google Analytics”
Wednesday, february 22
1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.
1201 Cedar Lane
Northbrook Public Library 
$20 members only*

*advance registration required

Your website may be the first exposure a potential customer has 
to your business.  Are you prepared to maximize its potential?    
Google Analytics is a powerful tool that generates detailed statis-
tics for understanding website visitor behavior.  In this hands-on 
overview, participants will learn essential concepts by interpret-
ing real-life analytics of fictitious companies.   There will also be 
explanations regarding how to interpret and work with Report 
Data, how to identify quality traffic and the difference between 
Page Views, Visits and Visitors to the site.  
 The program will also include an open lab where participants 
can receive tips and find out more about other resources for im-
proving their own website.  Attendees are encouraged to bring 
their Google account information if they have one. 

Space is limited.  Includes “Google Analytics in 10 Minutes” reference manual.



Sue Blue, Blue Life Coaching and Amanda Sallander, Our Personal Training 
Services enjoyed networking and mingling with other guests at the Holiday After 
Hours hosted by Mission Hills Country Club.

Gary Tarpinian, Hilton Chicago Northbrook shared the spirit of the season with Em-
ily Etman, Russian Media Group –SVET (l) and Lauren Blumenthal, WhirlyBall 
(r) at the holiday After Hours at Mission Hills.

At last month’s Women in Business roundtable,  Carol Drengenberg, Weight 
Management Skills Center (l) and Ronna Wisbrod, Organization by Ronna gave brief 
presentations about their businesses.

Mark Brodson, Schwalb Realty Group helped new Chamber member Charmaine 
Conoghan, Always Best Care Senior Services make some new connections at last 
month’s First Friday networking breakfast.

Following the structured part of last month’s First Friday networking breakfast, 
Francie Stavish enjoyed catching up with Gina Trombetti, Morton’s The Steakhouse.

Mina Ristic, MB Financial Bank and Marie Sinnema, Brown CPA Group enjoyed 
networking with over 120 other attendees at last month’s First Friday networking 
breakfast.  
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