
Legislative Luncheon Cont. Pg. 6

Techny Road Cont. Pg.  3

June 2012

Chamber Welcomes Two New Staff Members…2
IDOT unveils Final Plan for Willow Road…3
Expand Your Connections at the Annual Business Expo…4
uL Director Joins Chamber Board…4
Save the Date - Breakfast with Rep. Dold . . .6

UPCOMING EVENTS …See page 6 for more activities 
First Friday Networking Breakfast - Friday, June 1
Small Office Home Office - Wednesday, June 13
Business After Hours - Thursday, June 21
Technology networking Forum - Thursday, June 28

Sen. Susan Garrett Rep. Karen May Rep. Elaine Nekritz

Legislators to Address Business Community at Annual Forum 
Monday, June 18

Hilton Chicago northbrook
2855 Milwaukee Ave.

11:45 a.m. – 1:15 p.m.
$25 advance reservation

$30 at the door

Three of Northbrook’s state 
legislators will review the 
highlights and challenges 
of the current legislative session at the 
Chamber’s annual June legislative wrap-up 
lunch.  Illinois Senators Susan Garrett (D-
29) along with Representatives Karen May 
(D-58) and Elaine Nekritz (D-57) will each 
briefly discuss their legislative priorities 
and comment on a number of other hot top-
ics in Springfield.
 With continuing concerns about the 
state’s economy, the legislators are expect-
ed to comment on the ongoing debate about 
pension reform, proposals aimed at raising 
new revenue to address the state’s budget 
crisis, Medicaid reform, environmental ini-

tiatives and transportation projects. 
  Sen. Garrett is currently serving her third 
term in the Illinois Senate (2002 to present) 
and was named Majority Caucus Whip for 
the 97th General Assembly.  She is Chair 
of the Environment Committee, Vice Chair 
of the Revenue Committee and serves on 
the Commerce, Education, Public Health 
and State Government and Veterans Affairs 
Committees.  During her term in office, 
she has been an outspoken advocate for en-
suring transparency and accountability in 
state government.  She recently sponsored 
legislation aimed at disclosing more infor-

Techny Under Construction 
Through 2013
The third and fourth phases of the compre-
hensive Techny Drain stormwater manage-
ment improvement project gets underway 
in full force this month.  The massive proj-
ect to reconstruct the Techny Road pave-
ment and construct a large storm relief 
sewer and supplemental sewers to drain 
the pavement and parkway between Sec-
ond Street and Pfingsten Road will change 
traffic patterns for the next year and a half.  
A storm relief sewer will also be installed 
on Pfingsten Road between Techny Road 
and Canterbury Drive. The work is the 
final part of a four phase project aimed at 
reducing the flooding impacts for the two 
square mile Techny Drain watershed.
 The roadway improvements for Tech-
ny Road include the removal and recon-
struction of the center 24 feet of pavement 
and milling and resurfacing the remainder 
of the pavement from west of Pfinsten Road 
to Birch Road.
  The project will in essence resemble a 
1,200 foot long “construction train” moving 
forward on a daily basis, according to Pub-
lic Works Director Kelly Hamill at a recent 
Village Board meeting.  Plans are to install 
between eight to ten seven-foot long, 10 ½ 
ton pipes a day until the project is complet-
ed in December 2013.
 Eastbound Techny Road will be closed 
during construction, however eastbound 
access from Pfingsten Road will be provid-
ed to the YMCA and Covenant Church for 
a significant portion of the project.  West-
bound traffic will remain open and traffic 
will continue to be able to travel north and 
south on streets intersecting with Techny 
Road. Techny Road will remain two-way be-
tween Second Street and Shermer to mini-

Last Chance to Register for Golf Outing and Dinner
For a terrific day of golf and networking, grab your clubs and head out to Sportsman’s for 
the Chamber’s annual Golf Outing on Friday, June 8th.  
The best ball scramble is fun for golfers of 
any skill level.  Bring a friend, client or co-
worker and join over 150 business owners 
and civic leaders for an afternoon of golf fol-
lowed by a cocktail reception and gourmet 
dinner.  The event will also feature awards 
for winning scores and skills as well as a 
raffle drawing for a $500 cash prize.  To 

register, fill out and 
return the enclosed 
flyer or call the office 
at (847)498-5555.



A Message from the Chamber President
We all have our share 
of challenges driving 
in the suburbs, and 
Northbrook will be 
no exception for the 
next year and well into 
2013.  Like other driv-
ers, I would prefer not 
to be inconvenienced 
by road detours in con-
struction zones, but I 
think it’s important to 

remember that these projects will benefit all of 
us in the long run.  Whether it’s to help alleviate 
flooding by improving drainage, or helping with 
traffic flow, construction is an annoying pathway 
to a desirable outcome.  
 The Techny Road project will for sure make 
things a bit congested, but the truth is that re-
placing old, crumbling infrastructure is the only 
practical way to solve these problems.  Similarly, 
when construction begins next year to widen 
Willow Road, it will be important to remember 
the traffic headaches that drivers experienced 
on that roadway for the past four decades and 
how the short term sacrifice will be worth it in 

the long run.   
 You might think that you are seeing double 
when you open this newsletter and see two full 
pages of new members.  I reassure you that you 
are not mistaken.  The Chamber has 29 new 
members this month, a record since I have been 
Chamber President.  Kudos again to Colette 
Kamin and the Chamber Ambassadors for their 
hard work to bring these new members into the 
organization.  New members provide increased 
contacts, improved networking experiences, 
fresh ideas and a new energy.  I hope you will 
join me in welcoming them and getting to know 
them and that you will continue to let Colette 
know if you are aware of someone who could 
benefit from membership.  She will be happy to 
make sure your guest is welcomed at an event, 
follow up with a phone call, or make sure all 
questions are answered.
 A lot of effort has also been put into our 
Golf Outing this month.  Held at a first rate golf 
course, with skills contests, non-stop beverages 
and snacks, a gourmet dinner, lots of raffle priz-
es and best of all a chance to mix and mingle 
with other business and civic leaders, it’s an 
event you won’t want to miss!  

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Steven Lewis - Board Chair
Lewis Floor and Home

John Martin - Treasurer
Sandler Training

Directors
Rik Blyth
Renaissance Chicago North Shore Hotel

Mark Brodson
Schwalb Realty Group

Ashley Delaney
Whitehall of Deerfield
  
Chris Harris
Edward Jones
  
Craig Keller
Allstate Insurance Co.

Stacy Kolios
Northbrook Court

Tom Lange
Morton’s The Steakhouse

André Lareau
Moog Quickset International

Terry Luc
Northbrook Star

Patrick Lederer
Korman Lederer & Associates

Steve Margis
Underwriters Laboratories

Dave Masters
Northbrook Bank & Trust

Tom Pigott
Nestle Pizza Division
 
David Rahija
Glenbrook Hospital

Jeanine Rippel
Bank Financial

Jim Rosen
Highland Baking Co. 

Ken Samson
Dasco Insurance 

neil Warnygora
Covenant Villageof Northbrook

Glenn Weintraub
AA Service Co.

Barbara Winter
First Bank of Highland Park

STAFF
Tensley Garris
President
  
Barbara Freund
Administrative Assistant

Colette Kamin
Director of Membership & Marketing Services

Tami Olsen
Program Manager

Jean Streeter
Office & Communications Manager
 

Tensley Garris, President
Northbrook Chamber

Chamber welcomes two new staffers
Members will see two new faces at events and will hear some new voices when they call the office.  
Tami Olsen
Tami is the Chamber’s new Programs and Ser-
vices Manager.  Tami has a background in mar-
keting and advertising, and has held numerous 
positions in account management and media 
planning.  For ten years she worked on several 
Fortune 500 accounts for J. Walter Thompson, 
DDB Needham and TLK advertising agencies.  
Most recently she served in a business devel-
opment capacity for BlueSpire Strategic Market-
ing, a health and wealth communications agency 
based in Northbrook.  Tami is an avid volunteer 
for the local schools attended by her children as 
well as the Northbrook Women’s Club. She re-
cently helped found Spartan FC, a youth soccer 
club where she currently spearheads marketing 
efforts. Tami has been a resident of Northbrook 
for over 40 years.  In her new position, Tami will 
oversee the Chamber’s monthly programs and 
coordinate the Chamber’s large events, includ-
ing the Golf Outing, the Business Expo and the 
Auction and Taste.  

Barbara Freund
 Barb is the Chamber’s new Administrative 
Assistant.  A 12 year resident of Northbrook, 
she has experience in the field of office manage-
ment and as a professional meeting coordinator.  
Recently she was an office manager for a medi-
cal practice in Northbrook.  Prior to that, she 
held positions as a meeting planner/coordinator 
for Travelers Insurance Company in Hartford, 
Connecticut, and for the Society of Real Estate 
Appraisers in Chicago.  She holds a degree in 
education and is a degreed professional teacher.  
Over the last 20 years Barb has held leadership 
roles as a volunteer in her children’s schools in-
cluding Glenbrook North High School.  She has 
also served as a volunteer for several events and 
fundraisers at St. Norbert’s parish.  In her posi-
tion at the Chamber Barb will serve in a support 
role, helping to maintain the Chamber’s data-
base, register attendees for events, respond to 
phone calls, help with publications and assist the 
staff with special projects.



Techny Land Corporation Breaks Ground for The Lodge
Village President Sandy Frum, Village Trustee 
Jim Karagianis and Ginny Mulligan, Executive 
Director of Techny Land Corporation helped 
break ground recently for The Lodge of North-
brook senior housing development.  The first 
phase of the 193,000 square foot development 
on Founders Drive, north of Willow will be a 
54-unit building.  The land is owned by the Soci-
ety of the Divine Word and administered by the 
Techny Land Corporation.  
   The project represents a collaboration be-
tween the Society and the Village of North-
brook, under the terms of an annexation agree-
ment dating back to 1989.    “Community 
leaders in Northbrook identified the need to 
improve the availability of housing options for 

older residents as they transition from single homes,” noted the representatives of the 
project.  “Techny Land Corporate engaged in a productive collaboration with the Village 
and Essex to help meet that community need.”  The first phase of the project is slated to 
open in 2013.
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mize impacts on Glenbrook North High 
School and Second Street.  The detour 
route for eastbound traffic will be Shermer 
Road to Willow Road to Pfingsten Road. 
  The Cook County Highway Depart-
ment will pay for approximately 60% of the 
costs of the work on Techny Road as part 
of a jurisdictional transfer of the roadway. 
The Village will be solely responsible for 
the costs of design, construction manage-
ment and construction the relief sewer on 
Pfingsten Road.
  To receive the latest updates about 
the construction progress, residents and 
businesses are encouraged to subscribe 
to the Village’s Northbrook Notify system 
that can send the news via e-mail, phone or 
text message.  Visit www.northbrook.il.us 
to sign up, or to subscribe to the project 
blog at http://technyroadimprovments.
blogspo.com/.

IDOT Unveils Final Plan to Widen Willow Road
After deliberating with key stakeholders 
over the past two years, the Illinois Depart-
ment of Transportation (IDOT) recently 
unveiled a final plan to widen a 1.2 mile 
stretch of Willow Road between Waukegan 
and the Edens Expressway in Northfield.  
Despite many long and contentious meet-
ings during the planning process, the new 
plan has garnered favorable comments 
from a number of area leaders for address-
ing many concerns about safety, aesthetics, 
stormwater drainage and traffic flow.
 For decades, there have been com-
plaints about traffic congestion through 
Northfield, with an average of three injury 
crashes a month on Willow Road. Sur-
rounding towns, including Northbrook, 
have long advocated widening the road, 
but a resolution could never be reached.  
In 2009, a Community Advisory Group 
(CAG) which included representatives 
from Northfield, Glenview, Winnetka and 
Northbrook met under IDOT’s direction a 
total of 12 times to study the existing road-
way conditions and develop a list of alterna-
tives.  The final plan will widen the road to 
four lanes with additional improvements:

 y The speed limit will be reduced to 30 
mph with smaller 10 foot lanes to encour-

age slower driving.
 y A median will provide safety islands for 
pedestrians and landscaping to enhance 
the character of the corridor.

 y Modern, interconnected traffic signals 
will be installed, including a signalized 
pedestrian only crossing at Willow and 
Clarkson Parks.

 y New continuous sidewalks on both sides 
will allow for pedestrian and bicycle con-
nectivity.

 y A new, underground storm sewer system 
will more efficiently drain Willow Road 
and areas adjoining Willow Road.

 y A new bridge with wider sidewalks and 
aesthetic features over the Middle Fork 
north branch of the Chicago River.

 y Aesthetic enhancements and parkway 
landscaping are included with input from 
the Chicago Botanic Gardens.

IDOT officials estimate that the new plan 
should provide a 50% improvement in over-
all mobility and a 20% improvement in over-
all safety.  The plan includes left turn lanes 
at most cross streets and improved Edens 
ramp ingress and egress.
 Northbrook Village Trustee Bob Is-
rael, a professional engineer who served 
on the CAG comments,  “When complete, 
the project will more equitably distribute 

traffic in the localized region and reduce 
congestion, delay and pollution related to 
stopped traffic.”  He also praised the de-
sign for addressing the safety of the public 
and for providing an aesthetic experience 
for pedestrians and drivers, and for replac-
ing the crumbling infrastructure that is in 
need of repair.  “With the majority of the 
costs likely to be picked up with federal 
funding, this is one of the best investments 
the state can make,” he said.
 Israel also credits IDOTs initiative to 
create the CAG, solicit input from the pub-
lic and interested parties and incorporating 
their suggestions point by point. “This back 
and forth, working through some very dif-
ficult and contested issues, is what brought 
this effort to a fair and successful conclu-
sion.  I commend IDOT and the participants 
for their patience and tenacity,” he said.
 The first phase of the project design will 
conclude this summer.  The next stage will 
involve the development of contract plans 
and specifications for a contractor to move 
forward with the project, with construction 
starting in early 2013.  For details of the 
plan, including renderings of the designed 
changes, visit www.willowroadfuture.org.



The Chamber’s Expo gives exhibitors including Joni Cohen, Party Cruiser’s Etc. 
and others an opportunity to showcase their business in a hands-on setting to over 
400  attendees.

Expand Your Business Connections at the Expo & After Hours
Annual Business expo & After Hours

Monday July 23
5:00 – 7:00 p.m.

Wyndham Glenview Suites Hotel
1400 Milwaukee Ave.

sponsored by

In challenging economic times, it is more 
important than ever for businesses to 
meet face-to-face with potential new cus-
tomers and lay the groundwork for lasting 
business relationships.  At the Chamber’s 
annual Business Expo, members have a 
unique opportunity to stand out from the 
competition by showcasing their products 
and services to more than 400 area busi-
nesses and civic leaders.   This expansive 
networking event is an excellent opportu-
nity to build brand recognition and loyalty, 
demonstrate a new product or service and 
identify business partnerships.    
 Exhibitors appreciate the visibility 
the Expo gives their business and many 
find it an effective way to network and 
get solid business leads.  “We always en-
joy being an exhibitor at the Chamber’s 

Expo,” comments Kim 
Lynch-Jones, Castino 
Painting and Home 
Services.  “We always 
leave the Expo with 
a handful of estimate 
requests, a hundred 
business cards for fu-
ture networking and a 
feeling that the com-
munity recognizes our 
name and our great 
reputation on the 
North Shore.”
Other exhibitors con-
sistently find that the 
Expo offers them a 
convenient way to get out in front of poten-
tial customers.  “In one evening, vendors 
can expose their business to hundreds of 
potential customers,” comments Merle 
Lask, Ross Nut.  “No appointments, no 
driving, no phone calls!  The Chamber’s 
Expo offers an easy and inexpensive way 
to advertise my business.”
 Creative exhibitors use their displays 
to help potential clients envision their prod-
ucts and services, allowing them to meet 
attendees personally and explain their 

products and services.  Exhibitors also ap-
preciate the atmosphere and lively setting. 
“I thought that last year's Expo was great 
with high energy and fun. People are re-
laxed and friendly. It gives exhibitors good 
exposure and the venue makes it easy to 
talk to as many people as possible,” com-
ments Ronna Wisbrod, Organization by 
Ronna.
 More than 400 business leaders and 
decision makers annually attend the Expo.  
A long standing partnership with the 
DBR Chamber and the Pioneer Press has 
helped to establish a broad and receptive 
audience for the event.  Fabulous appetiz-
ers and cocktails, provided by the Wynd-
ham, round out the event.
 The exhibit package is $175 for early 
bird exhibitors before July 2nd.   After July 
2nd the exhibitor fee is $225.  The package 
includes a 6 foot skirted table for displays, 
postcards to help promote the event, list-
ing on collateral material, including all 
ads, the newsletter and website.  
 Exhibitors are encouraged to sign up 
early as space is limited.  To register as an 
exhibitor, return the enclosed registration 
form or contact Tami Olsen at the Cham-
ber at (847)498-5555 ext. 2.  Check the 
Chamber website www.northbrookcham-
ber.org for more information about the 
Expo as well as a complete list of exhibi-
tors.  

UL Director Steve Margis Joins Chamber Board
Last month the 
Northbrook Cham-
ber board approved 
the addition of Steve 
Margis, UL to its 
board of directors.  
Margis is a conformi-
ty assessment profes-
sional in the field of 
global market access 
and currently serves 

as UL’s Director and Chief Engineer of In-
ternational Certification programs.  In his 
position he identifies compliance standards 
of products for global markets through test-
ing, certification and inspection activities in 
accordance with local market compliance 
requirements and regulations.  He works 
with governmental organizations, regula-
tors and accreditors to establish internal 

policies and compliance mechanisms.  Dur-
ing his 20 year career at UL, he has held or-
ganizational and leadership positions span-
ning technical, operational, educational, 
management and strategic responsibilities.  
Steve is an active UL Safety ambassador, 
bringing the message of safer product use 
to the community through UL’s community 
outreach programs, including Safety Smart 
and Safety Smart Science, public service an-
nouncements and community events.  He 
recently completed the Executive Leader-
ship class at Yale School of Management 
and also completed a global leadership pro-
gram at Northwestern University.  “UL has 
enjoyed a long standing relationship with 
the Northbrook Chamber,” he comments. 
“I look forward to continuing that legacy 
and supporting the continued link between 
UL and the Northbrook community.”



At last month’s Business After 
Hours hosted by Zapatista, Emily 
Etman, Russian Media Group 
- SVET (r) was congratulated 
by Chamber President Tensley 
Garris, for winning one of the 
raffle prizes.  Over 100 guests 
enjoyed a sampling Zapatista’s 
signature appetizers in their 
spacious restaurant in Willow 
Festival shopping center.

Pinstripes recently launched their new ca-
tering, delivery and carry-out service for 
summer diners. The bistro will now offer 
individually packaged lunch and dinner 
‘Pinpacks,’ featuring  sandwiches, pastas 
and salads packaged in six to 12 servings.  
They also offer party platters which serve 
6 – 8 people for lunch or dinner featuring 
signature menu items.  For more informa-
tion call (847) 480-2323.
 
Senior Helpers was recently honored by Se-
nior Helpers International with the coveted 
President’s Club award.  They received the 
recognition for experiencing tremendous 
growth in the past year.  Senior Helpers is 
one of 25 companies selected for the award 
from the membership of 300.  For more in-
formation call (847) 480-9087.

The Northbrook Public Library will offer two 
classes on social media topics this month: 
on Thursday, June 14th at 2:00 p.m. there 
will be a fast-paced demonstration high-
lighting the basics of Facebook; on Thurs-
day, June 21 at 7:00 p.m. there will be a 
class with tips about how to post a profile 
on LinkedIn.  For more information call 
(847) 272-4873. 

Glenbrook North High School will be the site of 
the American Cancer Society “Relay For Life” 
beginning at 6 p.m. on Saturday, June 9th.  
Teams will be walking to raise awareness 
about cancer during this overnight event 
which will end Sunday at 6:00 a.m.   A lumi-
naria ceremony to honor loved ones will be 
held at 10 p.m.  To join a team, volunteer, 
become a sponsor, make a donation, or 
learn more, call (847) 328-5147 ext 3.

Glenview State Bank will provide an oppor-
tunity for individuals to securely dispose 
of financial records, cancelled checks, 
files and other confidential documents on 
Wednesday, June 20th from 6 PM – 9 PM 
at the bank’s 1707 Shermer Road branch.   
Individuals may bring up to 25 pounds of 
paper documents in paper bags (no plastic 
please) or returnable containers.   Drive-
through service will be provided with an in-
dustrial shredding truck on site.  For more 
information call (847) 832-0344.  

Rotary Club of Northbrook will hold the tenth 
annual “Rotary Riverchance Rubber Ducky 
Race” on Tuesday, June 12th at 7 p.m.  
Over 2,000 rubber ducks will “race” from 
the Shermer Avenue bridge in downtown 
Northbrook to the finish line near the 
Walters Avenue bridge. New this year is 
“Ducks on Parade”. Large ducks can be 
purchased for $25 and decorated to com-
pete in a contest.  Ducks are $5 each or a 
“quack pack” of six can be purchased for 
$25. All proceeds help support the Rotary 
International polio eradication efforts.   
For more information, visit their web-
site at www.northbrookrotary.org or call 
(847)832-0319.    
  
Youth Services of Glenview/Northbrook will 
host the 8thannual YOUth Make a Differ-
ence 5K Run/Walk on Sunday, June 17 at 
8 a.m., beginning at Attea Middle School, 
Glenview, and circling through The Glen.  
Cost to enter the race is $20 online through 
June 13th at youthmakeadifference.org, or 
$30 on Race Day.  Entrance fee includes t-
shirt, refreshments, give-aways and raffle 
ticket for the first 500 entrants.  Funds 
raised help support the programs offered 
by Youth Services.  For more information 
call (847)729-5605.   

Glenbrook North High School students are in the 
process of creating a website to help stu-
dents find jobs for the school year and for 
the summer. The website will be linked on 
the Glenbrook North home page. Compa-
nies interested in posting a position on the 
website and hiring GBN students are en-
couraged to contact Mindy Ingersoll, Busi-

ness Education teacher by e-mail at min-
gersoll@glenbrook225.org.  Please provide 
company name, address, industry, contact 
information and any notes (age require-
ments, hours, deadlines and how to apply).

Add Your Name to List of Expo 
Exhibitors
 Thanks to Whitehall of Deerfield 
who will serve as the Presenting Spon-
sor for the Business Expo for the third 
year in a row.  Other Chamber members 
who have already signed on to exhibit at 
the event include:

 y AAA Northbrook

 y Castino Painting and Home Services

 y Chiro One Wellness Center

 y Costco Wholesale

 y Lewis Floor and Home

 y Marcello’s

 y Northbrook Bank and Trust

 y Northbrook Public Library

 y Northbrook Star/Pioneer Press

 y Ross Nut

 y Tribune Media Group

 y Village of Northbrook

 y Whitehall of Deerfield

For more information, or to register as 
an exhibitor, see the enclosed newsletter 
flyer or call Tami Olsen at (847)498-5555.



Monthly Networking Events 
First Friday Networking Breakfast
Friday, June 1
7:00 a.m. - 9:00 a.m.
Chamber Office
$7 members, $12 guests payable 
at the door
Join over 100 members and 
guests for proven networking 
opportunities at the First Friday 
networking breakfast. The struc-
tured breakfast includes time for 
informal networking, brief intro-
ductions, and round table dis-
cussions that will give you solid 
business leads. 

SOHO (Small Office/Home Office)
Wednesday, June 13
11:45 a.m. - 1:15 p.m.
Chamber Office
no charge to bring lunch; 
$8 members, $12 guests for catered 
lunch (must be ordered in advance.)

Network with fellow entre-
preneurs in an informal lunch 
setting.  Discuss the problems 
and solutions that small busi-
nesses have in common.  Par-
ticipants come from a myriad 
of backgrounds and share a 
wealth of information.      

Business After Hours
Thursday, June 21
5:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
MB Financial
1161 Church St.
Complimentary for members, $20 
for guests
Learn more about the ser-
vices and amenities of MB 
Financial Bank in downtown 
Northbrook.  Enjoy  appetiz-
ers provided Sunset Foods, 
while networking  with fellow 
Chamber members and guests.  
Bring plenty of business cards 
for networking and for a chance 
to win a raffle prize

Technology Networking Forum
Thursday, June 28
7:30 a.m. - 9:00 a.m.
Chamber Office
Complimentary for members, $10 
for guests
Often making peer to peer re-
ferrals, members involved in 
technology are eager to learn 
about each other’s expertise 
and form “power partner-
ships.” If you specialize in 
hardware, software, network-
ing,  or other technology spe-
cialties, consider  attending 
this focused networking ses-
sion.  Practitioners only.

mation about the owners of state-leased buildings and the third 
party contractors managing them.  She is also the author of legis-
lation to require the providers of deferred compensation plans or 
tax sheltered annuity plans offered by local units of government to 
fully disclose all fees and services to participants. 
In the House, both Representatives May and Nekritz have been 
outspoken advocates for pension reform and have introduced leg-
islation aimed at more transparency in government.  
  Currently in her 5th term in the Illinois House, Rep. Nekritz 
serves as Chair of the Pensions Committee.  She also serves as 
an official member of the Governor’s Pension Working Group and 
also part of another small pension working group of House mem-
bers, which recently sent several pension reform recommenda-
tions to Governor Quinn. She is also sponsor of the “Eavesdrop-
ping bill” which would allow citizens to audio and video record 
police performing public duties in public places. 
 Rep. May, serving her sixth term, lists pension reform sta-
bilizing, state finances and improving state government transpar-
ency as her priorities.  Earlier this year she introduced legisla-
tion to reform the state pension systems, to promote government 
transparency, to lower health care costs for small businesses and 
to require prompt deposit of funds collected by the state.  As the 
leader of the Green Caucus, she actively supports legislation that 
promotes renewable energy, and would create “green jobs.”  
Both Sen. Garrett and Rep. May announced their intention last 
year to not run for re-election this fall.  Rep. Nekritz is running 
for re-election in the newly drawn 57th district which includes a 
significant portion Northbrook.
   Following their brief comments, there will be plenty of time 
for questions and answers.  Cost for the luncheon is $25 in ad-
vance and $30 at the door.  To make a reservation call the Cham-
ber at (847)498-5555. 

Double Programming Set for July
In keeping with a long-standing tradition, the Northbrook (NCCI)
and Deerfield Bannockburn Riverwoods (DBR) Chambers will 
jointly host their programs throughout the month of July.  Mem-
bers of both Chambers are invited to attend any event for either  
organization all month long.  Mark your summer calendar now 
and get set for twice the networking opportunities ranging from 
formal networking breakfasts to the Annual Business Expo and 
After Hours.  
 y Friday, July 6   Friday networking breakfast at Covenant Village 
(co-hosted by NCCI and DBR)

 y Wednesday, July 11   (NCCI) SOHO at the Northbrook Chamber 
office

 y Thursday, July 19   (DBR) Women’s Lunch at location TBD
 y Monday, July 23   (NCCI and DBR)  Business Expo and After 
Hours at the Wyndham

 y Thursday, July 26   (NCCI) Tech Networking Group at the 
Northbrook Chamber office

Save The Date - Breakfast with U.S. Rep. Robert Dold
U.S. Rep. Robert Dold (R-10) will be the featured speaker Mon-
day, July 30th at a multi-Chamber breakfast program at Mission 
Hills Country Club.  This informative program will provide an up-
date on the latest on issues currently being debated by the U.S. 
Congress in Washington, D.C. with time for a brief question and 
answer period.    
    Rep. Dold, elected in November 2010 to represent the Illinois 
10th District in the 112th Session of Congress, is a member of 
the House Financial Services Committee, which has jurisdiction 
over all issues pertaining to the economy, the banking system, 
housing, insurance and securities and exchanges.  He also 
serves on three subcommittees that oversee international 
monetary policy and trade, capital markets and insurance and 
housing.  He is also a member of numerous caucuses, including 
the influential Tuesday Group of Republican centrists. 
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At last month’s North Shore Women’s Conference, Gail Abbott shared information 
about Red’s Garden with over 400 attendees from 20 area Chambers.

The Chamber welcomes its new staffers: Programs and Services manager Tami 
Olsen (seated) and Administrative Assistant Barbara Freund (standing).

At last month’s First Friday networking breakfast Rick Glickman, Dreams Kitchens, 
enjoyed networking with Laura Jackson, California Pizza Kitchen after the structured 
portion of the breakfast.

Chamber Board Member and Ambassador John Martin, Sandler Training (l) helps 
new member Mark Beban, Awl In One make some connections with a few of the 
120 attendees at the First Friday networking breakfast.

Petra Cianciolo, Hilton Chicago Northbrook enjoys meeting Chamber Board 
Member Mark Brodson, Schwalb Realty, at last month’s First Friday networking 
breakfast.

Bob Tucker, Senior Helpers and Stephanie Emrich, BrightStar North Suburban 
discussed some business synergies while networking at last month’s First Friday 
networking breakfast.
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4

11

18
Legislative Lunch
11:45 a.m. - 1:15 p.m.
Hilton Chicago 
Northbrook

25

7

14
Chamber Board 
Meeting 
7:30 a.m. - 9:00 a.m.
Chamber Office

21
Business After Hours
5:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
MB Financial

28
Tech networking
7:30 a.m. - 9:00 a.m.
Chamber Office

6

13
SOHO
11:45 a.m. - 1:15 p.m. 
Chamber Office

20

27

1
First Friday 
networking Breakfast 
7:00 a.m. - 9:00 a.m.
Chamber Office

8
ANNUAL GOLF OUTING 
& DINNER 
11:30 registration
Sportsman’s CC

15

22

29


