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Villages Sign Pact with UP To 
Rebuild Shermer Road Bridge
At a recent joint meeting, the Village of 
Northbrook and the Village of Glenview 
boards unanimously approved a memo-
randum of understanding (MOU) to pave 
the way for the reconstruction of the Union 
Pacific rail bridge over Shermer Road that 
collapsed on July 4th.  The $10 million proj-
ect will be funded by Union Pacific Railroad 
and take up to two years to complete.  The 
Villages of Northbrook and Glenview, UP 
and the Illinois Department of Transporta-
tion (IDOT) are currently negotiating final 
language in the MOU.
 Shermer Road has remained closed 
since the major accident brought about by 
a heat-related anomaly on the rail tracks 
that caused 28 rail cars to jackknife on the 
bridge, leading to its collapse.  Since then 
various scenarios have been considered, 
including replacing the bridge as it was pri-
or to the accident, as well as a complete de-
sign overhaul.   Trustees and officials from 
both Villages indicated at the meeting that 
because of their interest in rebuilding the 
bridge to the highest safety standards, and 
their concern that the 100 year old bridge 
design is outdated, they preferred that the 
bridge be completely redesigned.   
 Assistant Village Manager Phil Ki-
raly explained that the new bridge will be 
manufactured to specific standards with all 
parts designed and fabricated exclusively 
for this project.  A major change will be the 
elimination of the support structure that bi-
sected the traffic lanes on Shermer Road 
below the old bridge, which will allow for 
other safety features like a dedicated side-

Countryside Montessori School Plans Middle School Addition 
Students at Northbrook’s Countryside 
Montessori School (CMS) may be able to 
extend their Montessori learning experi-
ence if plans to build a new middle school 
for 7th and 8th graders are approved.  With 
classes at the school currently ending at 
the sixth grade level, students have tra-
ditionally had to say good-bye to a school 
that has the look and feel of a home and 
where the mission statement “Responsible 
Resourceful and Respectful” greets them 
daily as they enter through the front door.  

 According to Head of School Wendy 
Calise, the parents and students provided 
the motivation behind the middle school 
expansion.  For years, she says, parents 
and students have expressed an interest in 
extending the school to the middle school 
years, so students can continue their Mon-
tessori learning experience, which empha-
sizes independent learning in a creative 
setting.   Plans for the school have been 
submitted to the Village board which will 
have to approve several zoning changes 

Auction and Taste Extravaganza Set for October 29th
Annual Auction and Taste

Monday,  October 29th
5:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.

Renaissance Chicago North Shore Hotel 
presented by

 The Chamber is pleased to present 
this year’s spectacular Auction and Taste, 

featuring a dazzling Si-
lent and Live Auction 
along with fabulous 

food from 
some of 

the area’s 
f i n e s t 

restau-

rants.  Over 400 Chamber members, com-
munity leaders and guests are expected to 
attend this annual event which is a fun and 
important fundraiser for the Chamber.     
 In a “bewitching” Halloween setting, 
the festive evening will include a chance 
to bid on valuable items donated by area 
businesses, while mixing and mingling 
with guests in the beautiful newly renovat-
ed ballroom of the Renaissance Chicago 
North Shore Hotel.  Popular items include 
everything from hard to obtain theatre 
tickets, golf foursomes and overnight ho-
tel stays, to restaurant certificates, concert 
tickets, car wash packages, sports and fit-
ness club memberships.  Every year bid-
ders engage in friendly competition to be 
the winning bid on coveted items.
 Live auction item highlights include a 
complete LASIK eye surgery package pro-
vided by nationally recognized ophthalmol-

ogist Dr. Marion 
Macsai and Glen-
brook Hospital, and 
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We were all shocked 
by the tragic rail ac-
cident this summer 
that led to the collapse 
of the Shermer Road 
bridge.   Unlike many 
other accidents, this 
one was especially 
troubling as it resulted 
in the loss of life.  Try-
ing to determine the 
cause of the accident 
and the best possible 

solution has been no easy task for the myriad 
agencies that have oversight for the road and 
bridge.  I commend all parties involved for their 
speedy and collaborative efforts, and for put-
ting safety at the forefront of all of their delib-
erations.  The construction of the new bridge 
will be a long, inconvenient process for all of 
us – traffic will be re-routed and roads extended 
to allow everyone to navigate around the con-
struction area.   It is critical that the concerns of 
the nearly 40 businesses in the immediate area 
continue to be a priority as all of these changes 
develop.  And I encourage everyone to continue 
to patronize these businesses that will clearly be 

at a distinct disadvantage during this process 
through no fault of their own. 
 This month the rhetoric will be heating up 
for the upcoming election.  It is no secret that 
there is a lot at stake in this election particularly 
at the state level.  With the state at the brink 
of bankruptcy, ranked dead last for having the 
worst-funded pension system in the country, 
ranked 50th of the 50 states in assets relative to 
liabilities, and ranked 50th in the country on the 
Moody’s Investor Service list for general obli-
gation bond ratings, it is more important than 
ever to elect officials who are willing to put par-
tisan politics aside and put problem solving at 
the top of their agenda.  I encourage everyone 
to take the month of October to educate them-
selves about the candidates they will be voting 
for.  This is the time to ask the hard questions, 
sift through the rhetoric and demand that our 
elected officials tackle these problems head on.
 Excitement is building for this month’s Auc-
tion and Taste.  We have some terrific things 
in store this year, including some outstanding 
new restaurants.  Bring along your friends, col-
leagues and relatives along with your appetites 
to this fabulous extravaganza!

Members Asked to Update Contact Information
By now all members should have been con-
tacted via e-mail or fax to complete and return 
the Chamber’s “Membership Verification” form.  
Updates provided to the Chamber during this 
annual outreach process are vital to ensure ac-
curate information appears on the Chamber 
website and that the correct contact information 
is given out when making referrals.  If your busi-
ness has moved, has a new phone number or a 
new website address, if you have employees you 
would like to delete or add to the database, or 
if you want to make sure you are on the list to 
get the Chamber newsletter, this a great time 
of year to share your changes with the Cham-
ber.  All members should double check their 
business description and keywords, which will 
improve search results both on the Chamber’s 
website and with major search engines such as 
Google, Yahoo and Bing.  
 In addition to verifying contact information, 
members are reminded to take full advantage of 
the ability to use up to 600 characters (around 
50 words) to describe their business.  This gives 

members to opportunity to differentiate their 
product and services from their competitors.    
 The Chamber would like to stress the im-
portance of having correct e-mail addresses, as 
it is an efficient means of communication with 
our members.  Please note that e-mails provided 
to the Chamber are not sold, given out, or in-
cluded in any publication.
  A great way to check the accuracy of your 
listing is to log onto the Chamber website www.
northbrookchamber.org.   Does your business 
come up in the right category?  Could you ben-
efit by being in an additional category?   Do your 
competitors stand out with a hot deal or banner 
ad?   These and other low-cost options can set 
your business apart from the others and ensure 
that your business comes up in a search.   If you 
did not receive the verification form, or if you 
have any questions about how to update your re-
cords, please contact the Chamber at (847)498-
5555 and any staff member will be happy to help 
you out. 

A Message From the Chamber President

Tensley Garris, President
Northbrook Chamber

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Steven Lewis - board chair
Lewis Floor and Home

John Martin - treasurer
Sandler Training

Directors
rik blyth
Renaissance Chicago North Shore Hotel

Mark brodson
Schwalb Realty Group

Ashley Delaney
Whitehall of Deerfield
  
chris Harris
Edward Jones
  
craig Keller
Allstate Insurance Co.

Stacy Kolios
Northbrook Court

tom Lange
Morton’s The Steakhouse

André Lareau
Moog Quickset International

terry Luc
Northbrook Star

Patrick Lederer
Korman Lederer & Associates

Steve Margis
Underwriters Laboratories

Dave Masters
Northbrook Bank & Trust

tom Pigott
Nestle Pizza Division
 
David rahija
Glenbrook Hospital

Jeanine rippel
Bank Financial

Jim rosen
Highland Baking co. 

Ken Samson
Dasco Insurance 

Neil Warnygora
Covenant Villageof Northbrook

Glenn Weintraub
AA Service Co.

barbara Winter
First Bank of Highland Park

STAFF
tensley Garris
President
  
barbara Freund
Administrative Assistant

colette Kamin
Director of Membership & Marketing Services

tami Olsen
Program Manager

Jean Streeter
Office & Communications Manager
 



walk and a center turn lane.  “Safety is a 
primary benefit of the new structure,” he 
said.
According to documents made public at 
the meeting, UP agreed to fund and con-
struct the following:
 · a 149’ long bridge with a 57’clear span to 

provide for three 12’ traffic lanes, a 10’ 
bike path, a 7’ sidewalk, and 4’ of curb-
ing/railing, estimated at $10 million. 

 · the construction of a temporary connec-
tion to Patriot Boulevard via Old Willow 
Road to reduce detour routing from busi-
nesses south of the closed bridge to Wil-
low Road at a cost up to $275,000. 

 · a temporary traffic control signal at West 
Lake Avenue and Shermer Road to im-
prove traffic flow for up to  $57,000.

 Glenview, Northbrook, and IDOT will 
be responsible for funding and building the 
roadway improvements at a future point in 
time that will be compliant with IDOT’s 
Complete Streets guidelines. 
 Concerns about the impact the con-
struction is having on the nearly 30 North-
brook businesses and 9 Glenview busi-
nesses were also raised at the meeting.  
Both Village Managers expressed their 
frustration with the process for businesses 
to file claims with UP, and have urged UP 
to help in a more compassionate fashion by 
meeting with them in person and assuring 
them that claims are being dealt with expe-
ditiously.  At this time, UP has indicated in a 
letter that they will only settle claims based 
on the business interruptions caused since 
the time of the accident and the time it 
would take to replace the current bridge 
in-kind, adding that they “hoped the com-
munity would balance concerns over busi-
ness compensation with the opportunity 
to obtain a new, larger rail bridge, the new 
traffic signal and the temporary access 
road at no expense to taxpayers.”
 In response to questions about the 
safety of other rail bridges on Central, Wil-
low and Techny Roads, it was explained that 
all had been inspected and found safe, but 
there could be future beautification efforts.
 For more information on the rail 
bridge replacement visit the Village web-
site www.northbrook.il.us.

November Election Information
In addition to voting for President, voters will decide the fate of Congressional races in 
the newly drawn federal legislative districts and will select representatives in both the 
Illinois House and Senate in the November 6th election.  Depending on the address, 
Northbrook voters will see the following on their ballots:

United States Congress
9th Congressional District (includes eastern portions of Northbrook)

Democrats republicans 
 y Jan Schakowsky, Evanston (incumbent)  y Timothy Wolfe, Arlington Heights

10th Congressional District (includes western portions of Northbrook)
Democrats republican 
 y Brad Schneider, Deerfield  y  Robert Dold, Kenilworth (incumbent)

Illinois State Legislature
17th District (currently held by Rep. Daniel Biss)

Democrats republican  
 y Laura Fine, Glenview  y Kyle Frank, Skokie

18th District 
Democrat republican  
 y Robyn Gabel, Evanston (incumbent)  y Eric Joseph Lieberman, Evanston

57th District
Democrat republican 
 y  Elaine Nekritz, Northbrook (incumbent)  y  Jonathan Greenberg, Northbrook

58th District (currently held by Rep. Karen May)

Democrat  republicans 
 y Scott Drury, Highwood  y Mark Shaw, Lake Forest

Illinois State Senate
9th District (currently held by Sen. Jeff Schoenberg)

Democrat republican 
 y Daniel Biss, Evanston  y Glenn Farkas, Glenview

29th District (currently held by Sen. Susan Garrett)

Democrat  republican  
 y Julie Morrison, Deerfield  y Arie Friedman, Highland Park

Important 2012 Voter Dates to Remember
 y October 9, 2012:  Last day to register to vote
 y October 22, 2012:  First day of Early Voting*
 y November 1, 2012:  Last day to request a mail ballot, including military and over-
seas voters and last day of early voting

 y November 5, 2012:  Last day voted mail ballots can be postmarked 
 y November 6, 2012:  Polls open 6:00 a.m. until 7:00 p.m.

* Voters in suburban Cook County can vote early at the Northbrook Village Hall 
October 22nd through November 3 from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  For more information, 
or to see a copy of your ballot, visit www.cookcountyclerk.com.

Rail Bridge cont. from pg. 1
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a White Sox Diamond Suite package which 
includes 16 seats, parking passes, food 
and beverages.  Other highly anticipated 
items include tickets to an upcoming Chi-
cago Bulls game, a gourmet dinner for 8 
prepared in-home by a Renaissance chef, 
and hard to obtain Broadway in Chicago 
theatre tickets.   In addition to an oppor-
tunity to bid on these and other valuable 
items, raffle tickets offer a chance to win 
$1,000 as well as a more than 30 other valu-
able items.
 Chamber members are encouraged to 
invite co-workers, family and friends and 
sign up early for this fun-filled evening.   
Tickets are $25 in advance, $35 at the door 
which includes complimentary beer, wine 
and soft drinks along with a delectable 
“Taste of Northbrook.”
 To register for the event, purchase raf-
fle tickets, or make a donation, return the 
enclosed Sign Up sheet or call the Cham-
ber office at (847) 498-5555.    Advance res-
ervations will be taken through Wednes-
day, October 24th; afterwards members 
and guests are invited to register at the 
door for $35.

Area Restaurants Showcased at the Taste
Whether you have an appetite for wraps, 
want to enjoy a distinctive appetizer or if 
gourmet desserts are your thing, your taste 
buds are in for a treat at the Auction.  To 
whet your appetite while bidding on the 
many auction items, try the bruschetta 
and penne russo from Trattoria Oliverii, a 
signature mini “Motherlode” burger from 
The Claim Company or head over to P.F. 
Chang’s to sample their chicken and veg-
etable lettuce wraps.  If pasta is your thing, 
stop by Francesca’s North for some pasta 
con ricotta or check out Go Roma’s coun-
try style rigatoni and classic chopped salad.  
Conclude the evening by satisfying your 
sweet tooth with a slice of red velvet cake 
from California Pizza Kitchen, tiramisu 
from Bravo Cucina Italiana or mini donuts 
from TK’s Smoke Pit.  
 These and other mouthwatering se-
lections will be served up by these 19 top 
North Shore restaurants:
 · Allgauers
 · Bravo Cucina Italiana
 · California Pizza Kitchen

 · Elegance in Meats
 · Francesca’s North
 · Go Roma Italian Kitchen 
 · Greek Feast
 · Landmark Inn
 · Little Louie’s
 · Marcello’s
 · P.F. Chang’s China Bistro
 · Pinstripes
 · Renaissance (Pancetta)
 · Roti Mediterranean Grill
 · Stir Crazy Cafe
 · The Claim Company
 · TK’s Smoke Pit
 · Trattoria Oliverii
 · Zapatista
Admission to the event also includes compli-
mentary beer, wine and soft drinks 
provided by the Renaissance.  

and special permits before construction 
can begin.  As recommendations and con-
cerns have been raised, changes to the 
design have been made and will continue 
to be addressed, notes Calise.  The Plan 
Commission is reviewing the documents 
and will make final recommendations to 
the Village Board.
 Currently there are 135 students at the 
school, assigned by ages to different class-
rooms; infant through 3 years; 3 – 6 years 
(includes Kindergarten) and 6 – 12 years 
(1st through 6th grade).  Unlike area pub-
lic middle schools, the CMS middle school 
would be strictly for 7th and 8th grade.  
 The proposed school would be de-
signed to accommodate up to 25 new stu-
dents.  In keeping with the Montessori 
philosophy, there will be a strong emphasis 
on working collaboratively with others and 
having the freedom to pursue individual in-
tellectual interests.   In addition to a strong 
curriculum, there will be an emphasis on 
helping the students understand social 
and economic realities, encouraging them 

to reach out to parents and the com-
munity for real world learning oppor-
tunities.   Students will be intimately 
involved in every aspect of their new 
school, from taking responsibility for 
janitorial services to sponsoring ‘din-
ner nights” to help raise funds to run 
the school.  “They will have a sense of 
ownership and will be very invested in 
their school,” according to Calise.
 The proposed facility will be built 
on vacant property that the school 
owns, which is two lots north of the 
current building on Pfingsten.  In be-
tween the vacant lot and the current 
school is a residential home where re-
tired CMS founders Frank and Annette 
Kulle reside.  Currently the school has a 
contract to buy the home and is requesting 
that the Village allow for consolidation of 
the three parcels into one lot that would 
uniformly rezoned for a school campus.  
 While plans are still evolving, the final 
design of the middle school will incorporate 
the residential look of the current school.  It 

will feature a large communal room, kitch-
en, classrooms, dining rooms, space for art 
and music and possibly science.  
 Preliminary review by the Trustees 
was generally supportive, but concerns 
were expressed about parking, sidewalks, 
landscaping and curb cuts along Pfingsten, 
all of which have been addressed, accord-
ing to Calise.  

Countryside Montessori students and Head of School Wendy Calise 
are excited about the possibility of a new middle school for 7th and 
8th graders. 



Mor ton’s  The Steakhouse 
General Manager Tom Lange 
(r) welcomes Chamber President 
Tensley Garris and over 100 
Chamber members and  guests 
to the Business After Hours last 
month where Dr. Karol Gutowski 
(c) was the winner of the raffle 
prize basket.  

Saf-T-Gard International recently announced 
that it has made a contribution to UNICEF 
(The United Nations Children’s Fund) in 
recognition of its business partners help-
ing them go green and reduce its paper 
consumption.  The company committed to 
make a contribution to UNICEF for each 
customer that opts for electronic docu-
ments over paper.  In the first four months 
of the initiative, nearly 500 customers 
agreed to participate.

Oakton Community College was recently recog-
nized as the third highest-rated junior col-
lege in the country by www.RateMy Pro-
fessors.com, the largest online U.S. college 
professor rating site.  Oakton was third on 
the annual list, which ranks universities, 
university professors, junior colleges and 
junior college professors and is based en-
tirely on students’ input.  

O’Hare-Midway Limousine Service announced 
that is offering a Ride and Share Give Back 
program for schools and area non-profit or-
ganizations.  Any qualified organization en-
rolled in the program is eligible to receive 
back five percent of the cost of the trip.  
For more information call (847)948-8050.

The Northbrook Park District will host its 
fourth annual Northbrook Autumnfest, 
sponsored by Red’s Garden Center on Satur-
day, October 13th from 3 p.m. – 7 p.m. at 
Meadowhill Park. The free festival offers 
musical entertainment, an I-Spy Trail Ride, 
costume contest, golf challenges, a bon-
fire, carnival games, face painting, food 
vendors, and a teen climbing challenge.  
Dairy Queen, Lou Malnati’s and Pinstripes will 
provide prizes.  For more information, visit 
nbparks.org.

The North Suburban YMCA will hold a Show-
case Celebration on Saturday, October 
13th from 2:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. to give visi-
tors an opportunity to tour their renovated 
facility and learn more about programs, 
activities and services.  Free refreshments 
and entertainment, prizes and special af-
ternoon workshops will be featured.

Based on a newly released report from the 
Chaddick Institute for Metropolitan Devel-
opment (DePaulUniversity), the Village of 

Northbrook was ranked as one of the top 20 
transit suburbs for metropolitan Chicago. 
The report was a product of a year-long 
study which resulted in rankings based on 
communities’ railway stations, walk-ability 
to downtown amenities near the railway 
station and transit use in the community. 
View the complete report at  www.toptran-
sitsuburbs.com

Bernhard Woodwork Ltd. was recently awarded 
the full remodel of the Neiman Marcus 
store on Michigan Avenue in Chicago.  The 
project consists of all four floors of the store 
and will be phased completing in 2014.  

Congratulations to attorney Alan S. Wernick 
- FSB Fisher Broyles, who was recently 
selected by his peers for inclusion in The 
2012 International Who’s Who of Internet 
e-Commerce & Data Protection Lawyers.  
Wernick concentrates his law practice in 
information technology law, intellectual 
property law, and data privacy/security law.  
 
Glenview State Bank will hold its final free 
shred event of the year, providing an op-
portunity for individuals to securely dis-
pose of up to 25 pounds of paper docu-
ments, cancelled checks, files and other 
personal records on Saturday, October 6th  
from 9:00 a.m. to noon at their Glenview 
branch.  Materials should be placed in pa-
per bags or returnable hard containers; no 
plastic.

Congratulations to Marsha Schwartz, Coldwell 
Banker for being recognized as one of the 
top 1,000 agents by NRT, a leading na-
tional real estate organization representing 

over 41,000 sales associates. She was also 
named as a “5 Star Professional Real Estate 
Agent” by Chicago Magazine for the sec-
ond year in a row.

The Northbrook Public Library’s tenth annual 
juried art show “Journeys” featuring 74 
works of art by artists from across the 
country, will be open to the public October 
12th through November 30th.  A public pre-
view and reception starts at 7:30 p.m. at the 
Library on Friday, October 12th featuring 
live music, refreshments, viewer’s choice 
voting and an opportunity to speak with art-
ists about their work.  For more information 
call (847)272-7074 or exhibit catalogues are 
available at  www.northbrook.info.

AmpliVox Sound Systems invites members to 
their Grand Opening on Tuesday, October 
30th from 4:00 to 6:00 p.m. AmpliVox recent-
ly moved their operations to a larger facility 
at 650 Anthony Trail to keep pace with their 
rapidly growing array of products.  Speak-
ers include Rep Robert Dold and Village 
President Sandy Frum.  RSVP to Sherry 
Edecker, sedecker@ampli.com

Register before October 22nd for Parent 
University, sponsored by The Northbrook 
Citizens for Drug and Alcohol Awareness 
(NCDAA) and take advantage of the early 
registration rate of $25.   The half day pro-
gram on Saturday, November 3rd  features 
workshops, speakers, and a resource fair 
for parents of students from pre-school 
through high school. Topics range from 
discipline to bullying to helping students 
with self esteem.  Call (847)291-0218 or 
visit www.ncdaa.org to register.



Monthly Networking Events 
First Friday Networking Breakfast
Friday, October 5
7:00 a.m. - 9:00 a.m.
chamber Office
$7 members, $12 guests payable at the door

Join over 100 members for proven network-
ing opportunities at the First Friday net-
working breakfast. The structured break-
fast includes time for informal networking, 
brief introductions, and round table discus-
sions that will give you solid business leads. 
Pastries provided courtesy of Leonard’s 
Bakery and coffee is provided courtesy of 
Starbucks.

SOHO (Small Office/Home Office)
Wednesday, October 10
11:45 a.m. - 1:15 p.m.
chamber Office
No charge to bring lunch; 
$8 members, $12 guests for catered lunch (must be 

ordered in advance.)

Network with fellow entrepreneurs in an 
informal lunch setting.  Discuss the prob-
lems and solutions that small businesses 
have in common.  Participants come from 
a myriad of backgrounds and share a 
wealth of information.      

Technology Networking Forum
thursday, October 25
7:30 a.m. - 9:00 a.m.
chamber Office
complimentary for members, $10 for guests

Often making peer to peer referrals, mem-
bers involved in technology are eager to 
learn about each other’s expertise and 
form “power partnerships.” If you special-
ize in hardware, software, networking,  or 
other technology specialties, consider  at-
tending this focused networking session.  
Practitioners only.

Multi-Chamber Breakfast
thursday, October 18
7:30 a.m. – 9:30 a.m.
Doubletree by Hilton chicago North Shore
9599 Skokie boulevard, Skokie
Members $25/ Non-members $35*

*must register and pay by Wednesday, October 10
Multiply your networking potential with 16 other Chambers:   
Buffalo Grove, Chicago Area Gay & Lesbian, DBR, Des Plaines, 
Evanston, Glenview, Glencoe, Highland Park, Morton Grove, Mt. 
Prospect, Niles, Park Ridge, Skokie, Wheeling/Prospect Heights, 
Wilmette/Kenilworth, and Winnetka-Northfield Chambers.   
Members looking for a productive networking experience will en-
joy the structured format of this program, which gives each partic-
ipant an opportunity to speak about his/her company’s products 
and services.  Following a hot buffet breakfast, participants will be 
divided into small groups at assigned tables where everyone will 
give a 2 minute presentation on their business, with an opportu-
nity for a presentation to a second and third group.  Everyone will 
be given a contact list of pre-registered participants.  
 Attendees should note that table assignments will begin 
promptly at 7:45 a.m.  Table sponsorships are available for $35, 
which includes company sign on a table with room for brochures.   
For more information or to register your attendance, call (847)498-
5555 ext. 1.

Save The Date For Annual State of the Village Address
Mark your calendar to attend the Chamber’s annual lunch pro-
gram featuring Village President Sandy Frum on Monday, De-
cember 3 at Pinstripes.  President Frum will give an overview of 
major issues facing the Village of Northbrook and discuss the 
challenges and opportunities that lie ahead.  Further details will 
be available in the November newsletter.

Chamber Volunteers Pack over 43,000 Meals for 
Area Food Pantries
Working enthusiastically alongside friends and colleagues, over 
260 volunteers from over 75 Chamber businesses helped pack-
age more than 40,000 meals as part of the Chamber’s first meal 
packing event.  The Chamber organized the event as a way for 
members to give back to the community, donating the meals to 
the Northfield Food Pantry and other area food pantries through 
the Northern Illinois Food Bank. 
 The Chamber was able to far exceed its target goal to pack-
age 40,000 meals thanks to additional generous donations made 
both before and at the event.  With 15 donations totaling $2,000, 
the workers were able to package 43,674 meals.  Special thanks 
to Align Wellness, who spread the word about the Chamber fund-
raiser with clients raising over $180.  
“Since the summer of 2008, the number of households and individ-
uals using the Northfield food pantry has nearly doubled,” notes 
Northfield Township Supervisor Jill Brickman.  “Thanks to the 
Chamber event, over 4,000 meals were immediately provided for 
our local clientele. We’re very grateful for this tremendous sup-
port.”
 The Chamber gratefully acknowledges the Renaissance Chi-
cago North Shore Hotel for donating the spacious ballroom to 
host the event, and for providing hospitality to workers.  Also, 
Nestle Pizza provided pizzas to help feed the workers, who also 
enjoyed working with the upbeat music provided by d.j.Marcellus 
Lawhorn and Charizma.
       Board Chair Steve Lewis noted “The goodwill was tremen-
dous at the event. It was terrific to see so many individual and 
corporate participants getting into the spirit of the event, wearing 
coordinating t-shirts and enthusiastically enjoying the opportunity 
to give back.”
      The event was held in partnership with Outreach, a 501(c)(3) 
charity that organizes mobile meal packing events. 



Sal Manso, Reebie 
Moving and Storage, 
checks to make sure 
e a c h  m e a l  m e e t s 
packaging standards 
before getting boxed up 
and shipped off to area 
food pantries.

Volunteers delivered 
pre-sorted ingredients 
to their teams who 
p a c k a g e d  a n d 
assembled over 43,000 
nutritious meals as 
part of the Chamber’s 
Meal Packing program.

Workers enjoyed the 
charged up atmosphere 
provided by DJ. Walt 
f r o m  C h a r i z m a 
En t e r ta inmen t  a t 
the Meal Packaging 
event held in space 
d o n a t e d  b y  t h e 
Renaissance Chicago 
Nor th Shore Hotel. 

Enjoying friendly competition with some of the other 260 volunteers, Chamber members 
worked in teams of 12 during two shifts at the Meal Packing event.

Chamber Board Chair Steven Lewis, Renaissance Chicago North Shore Hotel General 
Manager Rik Blyth and Chamber President Tensley Garris (l to r) hand over some of the 
200 boxes of meals to Outreach Regional Managers Bill Kanatas and Chris Coyne (r)

Measuring, filling, sealing and stacking some of the meals at the morning shift were 
(l to r) Earle Greenberg, David Rubin, Phil Kuhn and Todd Lazar.
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AnnuAl Auction 
& tAste 
5:00 - 7:30 p.m. 
Renaissance Hotel
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11
chamber board 
Meeting
7:30 a.m. - 9:00 a.m.
chamber Office

18
Multi-chamber
Networking breakfast 
7:00 a.m. - 9:30 a.m. 
DoubleTree, Skokie

25
tech Networking
7:30 a.m. - 9:00 a.m.
Chamber Office
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10
SOHO
11:45 a.m. - 1:15 p.m. 
chamber Office
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5
First Friday 
Networking breakfast 
7:00 a.m. - 9:00 a.m. 
Chamber Office

12
Leadership 
Northbrook
8:15 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Village Hall
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