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Spectacular Auction and Taste Set for October 28th
Annual Auction and taste

Monday, October 28th  
5:00 p.m.- 7:30 p.m.

renaissance chicago North Shore Hotel 

The Chamber is pleased to present this 
year’s dazzling Auction and Taste, featur-
ing a lively and energetic Silent and Live 
Auction along with fabulous fare from 
some of the area’s finest restaurants.  Over 
400 Chamber members, community lead-
ers and guests are expected to attend this 
annual event which is a important fundrais-
er for the Chamber.     

With a festive fall theme, 
the gala event will include a 
chance to bid on valuable items 
donated by area businesses, while mixing 
and mingling with guests in the beautiful 
Renaissance Chicago North Shore Hotel 
ballroom.  Popular items at the Auction 
include everything from golf foursomes 
and overnight hotel stays, to restaurant 
certificates, concert tickets, car wash pack-
ages, sports and fitness club memberships, 
fabulous gift baskets, home goods, and gift 
certificates to local stores.  Every year at-
tendees engage in friendly competition to 
be the winning bidder on coveted items.
 Live auction item highlights include a 
complete LASIK eye surgery package as 

well 
as  tick-
ets to an 
u p c o m -
ing Bulls game, 
a gourmet Thanks-
giving dinner for 
12, a golf package for 
four at Sportsman’s, and 
hard to obtain Blackhawks tickets.    I n 
addition to an opportunity to bid on these 
and other valuable items, raffle tickets of-
fer a chance to win $1,000 as well as many 
other valuable items.

Developers Present Walmart Proposal To Plan Commission 
 Developers for the proposed Walmart 
made their formal presentation to the Plan 
Commission last month, outlining the 
need for the zoning change to develop the 
property, along with the economic benefit 
to Northbrook.  The 9 member volunteer 
Plan Commission is charged with review-
ing development applications and making 
recommendations to the Village Board.  
Prior to making recommendations, it holds 
public hearings to gather information from 
key stake holders and the general public.
 Representing the property owner, 
attorney Michael Tepper kicked off the 
presentation by outlining the attempts to 
develop the site for the last decade.  He 
noted that from the 1980s through the late 
‘90s, the site was used by ComEd for ve-

hicle maintenance and repair.  After an 
unsuccessful attempt by Costco to de-
velop the site in 1999, the property was 
sold in 2003.  It has remained vacant 
ever since, he said, with no one willing 
to proceed with a formal application 
until now.  Prospects have included a 
bank, athletic facility, medical offices, 
corporate headquarters, multi-family 
units and a hotel.  “They all had one 
thing in common,” he said, “a failure to 
proceed at this location.”  In the entire 
decade he noted there was only one 
proposal for office use, and only for a 
small portion of the site.  The potential 
client ended up extending the lease at 
its current location.  “There has been 
no other interest in office development 

Walmart Property & Sales Tax Revenue Generated 
for the Village of Northbrook

13 Year Accumulated Property & Sales Tax = $19,314,600



A Message from the Chamber President
 Over the course of 

the next few months, 
the Village of North-
brook will be faced 
with some important 
decisions regarding 
potential economic de-
velopment proposals 
for its last two remain-
ing parcels of vacant 
land. Both of these 
properties have been 
the subject of much 

discussion in recent years. The latest proposals 
are a mixed use development that would entail a 
Mariano’s grocery store and luxury apartment 
buildings at 770 Skokie Boulevard just north of 
Dundee Road, and a Walmart farther south at 
1000 Skokie Boulevard.   Deciding on the fate of 
these two projects is a big task that won’t hap-
pen overnight.  As these proposals work their 
way through the hearing process, all of us will 
have many opportunities to listen to presenta-
tions, ask questions and consider what impact 
these developments could potentially have on 
Northbrook.
 While everyone has a right to share their 
opinion, and not all of us will always agree, it’s 
important to engage in a full and fair discussion 
– particularly with regard to the Walmart pro-
posal.  As the debate unfolds, we should always 
try to separate fact from fiction, not get caught 
up in rhetoric and consider all of the facts before 

rushing to judgment.  Is there sound reasoning, 
supporting evidence and substantiated research 
behind the views that are expressed?  Or are 
there other motivating factors?  Do we want our 
elected leaders to make their decisions based on 
the facts or rumors and innuendo? 
 Recently, representatives for the Walmart 
development made a brief presentation before 
the Chamber board.  The board members asked 
many questions and engaged in a productive di-
alogue with the developers.  Many Board mem-
bers had not had an opportunity to hear a full ex-
planation of the proposal, and asked important 
questions.  I hope others will also try and learn 
more about the project and consider all of the 
data before forming an opinion.
 I encourage anyone interested in educating 
themselves on the Walmart proposal to check 
out helpful information on the Village website 
www.northbrook.il.us. Along with all of the 
materials that have been presented to the Plan 
Commission, you can watch broadcast of the 
meetings.  The Village’s independent traffic 
study conducted by Gewalt Hamilton Associates 
also offers valuable, impartial information about 
traffic in the area.  
  So much hard work and energy has been 
poured into the upcoming Auction and Taste.  It 
is going to be a terrific event with lots of excite-
ment, some fabulous fare and some wonderful 
items in our Silent and Live Auction.  Be sure to 
mark your calendar and join us for an unforget-
table night!  

Lake Cook Road Project Completed Well Before October Deadline
Construction on the Lake Cook Road project was 
virtually completed last month and traffic in all 
directions has resumed. The intersection of Lake 
Cook Road and Waukegan had been under major 
construction since April.  
 The $9 million project included widening 
Lake Cook Road to three lanes in each direction 
between Deer Lake and Ellendale Roads and 
the widening of Waukegan Road from the Edens 
Spur to just north of Lake Cook Road.  
 Minor work including minimal concrete 
work and landscaping median plantings is still 
underway.  The installation of several retaining 
walls is also scheduled. Overall, the roadway 
components of the project were completed near-
ly a full month ahead of the October 26th dead-
line, easing traffic congestion and improving ac-
cess to businesses much sooner than expected.
 Both the Chamber and the Villages of North-

brook and Deerfield urged Cook County officials 
to take whatever steps necessary to expedite the 
construction in order to minimize the impact on 
the Northbrook Court holiday shopping season.   
County officials have been working with the 
communities to alert them of the progress and 
set up the website www.LakeCookRoad.com to 
help businesses keep up to date on the construc-
tion progress.    The project included incentives 
of $17,500 a day to complete the project ahead of 
time.
 Acknowledging that the construction pro-
cess had been challenging for area businesses, 
Village President Sandy Frum commented that 
the road will provide significantly improved ac-
cess.  “When government entities work together, 
listen to one another’s concerns, and work coop-
eratively, then projects can be moved forward in 
a timely manner,” she noted.
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since 2007,” he commented.  “Due to the 
lack of demand for office use, we believe 
that Walmart and the commercial use it 
envisions for the 5 acre parcel are the only 
economically viable uses for this property.”  
Walmart Public Affairs Director John Bisio 
outlined Walmart’s deep roots in Illinois 
and its history of purchasing $37 million in 
goods from Northbrook businesses. 

Zoning and Area Business Demographics
Allen L. Kracower, the urban planner rep-
resenting Walmart, presented the case 
for changing the zoning from O-3 to C-5, 
and that the property consisted of 18.06 
acres of which Walmart would occupy 13 
acres. The remaining 5-acres are intend-
ed for commercial use. He presented the 
standards that the Village uses for zoning 
changes and discussed the nearby land 
use and zoning patterns. He noted that the 
Walmart property is buffered by transi-
tional areas consisting of the 100-foot cor-
ridor of Skokie Boulevard on the east and 
by a 235-foot area on the west. The wester-
ly area includes a Commonwealth Edison 
high-tension line easement and a former 
railroad right of way currently used for a 
trail. Kracower further stated that the resi-
dential areas to the west are not adjacent to 
the Walmart property but rather are locat-
ed to the west of Sunset Ridge Road. Kra-
cower presented aerial photographs and a 
video of the Skokie Highway corridor that 
illustrated the land uses along the corridor 
are mixed including 24% commercial, 8% 
residential, 35% office, 18% vacant and 14% 
utility. He pointed out that the proposed 
Walmart store was only 28 feet high where 
as the current zoning permits buildings 70 
feet high, and that Walmart is only 150,000 
square feet where as the current zoning 
permits a much higher intensity of 283,000 
square feet of building.
 He also addressed the Village’s Com-
prehensive Plan and explained the term 
“Major Corridor Multi-Use”, and indicated 
that Walmart and the supplemental 5-acre 
property were consistent with the Village’s 
Comprehensive plan.
 To address concerns of property val-
ues, Gary DeClark, an appraiser, present-
ed comparisons of property values near 

other commercial developments including 
Northbrook Court. His findings indicated 
that residential property values did not 
lessen due only to the existence of com-
mercial properties. He studied Northbrook 
East and Skokie Highlands and determined 
that the subdivisions fared better than the 
overall market even though they were near 
Com Ed and the high power lines. Simi-
larly, interviews conducted by the North-
brook Police in neighboring communities 
with a Walmart revealed that a Walmart 
store poses no greater risk of crime than 
any other big-box retail establishment or 
large-scale retail area development.   While 
Police anticipate an increase in calls related 
to traffic and retail theft as they would with 
any retail operation, they also expect their 
experience to be similar to other North 

Shore communities who report few prob-
lems.  “Whether bordered by infrastruc-
ture such as a major highway or roadway 
or surrounded by residential housing, the 
presence of a Walmart store does not pres-
ent a greater risk for crime in the surround-
ing area,” their report concluded.  
 Other concessions made by Walmart 
based on neighbor concerns include a ban 
on overnight parking, no gun sales, no gas 
station, no drive-through pharmacy, no 
tire/lube center and a specially designed 
outdoor garden center.

Financial Impact on Northbrook
Currently the undeveloped property yields 
no sales taxes and only $7,521 a year in 
property taxes for the Village. Kracower 
explained that Walmart alone is anticipated 

Village’s ICDC Endorses Changes to Site Eyed by Walmart
At its August meeting, the Village’s top business advisory panel voted unanimously to 
recommend changes that would broaden the options for developing the property at 
1000 Skokie Boulevard where a proposed Walmart is currently under consideration.  
The Industrial and Commercial Development Commission (ICDC) recommended re-
zoning the property from O-3 for office development, to C-5, which would allow for 
commercial development on the site, noting that the new zoning designation will pro-
vide a significant positive economic benefit to the community.  The Commission further 
recommended the approval of a special permit to allow the construction and operation 
of an approximately 150,000 square foot general merchandise store on the parcel.  The 
11 member ICDC includes representatives from businesses throughout the Village’s 
commercial areas, and acts as an advisor to the Village in matters that impact the busi-
ness community.
 “Given the business composition of Skokie Boulevard, the ICDC felt the site is well 
suited for a retail use,” commented ICDC Chair Pat Lederer, Korman/Lederer.  “The 
Village is heavily dependent on sales tax revenue to fund services.  There are only two 
remaining vacant parcels that could be developed in a manner that would generate sig-
nificant sales tax for the Village – this property and the property further north at the 
intersection of Skokie and Dundee.  We can’t pass up this opportunity again.” 
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Annual Auction Cont. from pg. 1

Highlights of the Live Auction
 y Complete LASIK eye procedure that 
includes a free consultation, the full 
LASIK procedure, follow–up care along 
with facility and physician charges.  Val-
ued at over $5,700, the procedure is per-
formed by renowned eye surgeon Dr. 
Marian Macsai at NorthShore Universi-
ty HealthSystem’s Glenbrook Hospital.  

 y Tickets to Stanley Cup champion Chi-
cago Blackhawks game

 y White Sox Diamond Suite package 
which includes 16 seats, 5parking pass-
es, food and beverages and a dedicated 
suite attendant

 y Gourmet Chef’s Dinner for 8 served 
by Renaissance Chicago North Shore 
Hotel

 Chamber members are encouraged to 
invite co-workers, family and friends and 
sign up early for this fun-filled evening.   
Tickets are $25 in advance, $35 at the door 
which includes complimentary beer, wine 
and soft drinks along with a delectable 
“Taste of Northbrook.”
 To register, purchase raffle tickets, 
or make a donation, return the enclosed 
Sign Up sheet or call the Chamber office 
at (847) 498-5555.    Advance reservations 
will be taken through Wednesday, October 
23rd; afterwards members and guests are 
invited to register at the door for $35.

Chamber Volunteers Pack over 50,000 Meals
Over 250 volunteers from 105 Chamber businesses came together for this year’s Meal Packing program to help 
provide food for area food pantries.  
Individual volunteers as well as teams 
of volunteers, sporting matching shirts, 
helped package more than 50,000 meals 
for the Northfield Food Pantry, the North-
ern Illinois Food Bank as well as other area 
pantries.
 The Chamber was able to far exceed 
its target goal to package 40,000 meals, 
thanks to additional generous donations 
made prior to the event.  With a large dona-
tion from Michael’s Events and individual 
donations from other Chamber members, 
all totaling $2,720, the volunteers were able 

to package 50,112 meals.  
Locally the Northfield Food Pantry serves 
nearly 600 families from Northbrook and 
surrounding communities.  This year the 
food pantry has experienced a 4.5 % in-
crease and is serving on average nearly 
1600 individuals, according to Northfield 
Township officials.
 The Chamber gratefully acknowledges 
the Renaissance Chicago North Shore Ho-
tel for donating the spacious ballroom to 
host the event.  In addition, Nestle Pizza 
provided pizzas to keep the volunteers ener-

gized along with the upbeat music provided 
by d.j. Marcellus Lawhorn and Charizma.
       “Our meal-packing event was a terrific 
effort for an important cause,” commented 
Board Chair John Martin. “This year, once 
again, we had numerous companies send-
ing full volunteer teams and individuals 
taking time out of their business day pitch-
ing in for this worthy cause. Northbrook 
Chamber members know how to RALLY!”  
      The event was held in partnership with 
Outreach, a 501(c)(3) charity that organiz-
es mobile meal packing events. 

Area Restaurants Showcased at the Auction & Taste
Whether you prefer to sample a signature entree or a savory desert, your taste buds are 
in for a treat at the Auction.   To whet your appetite while bidding on the many auction 
items, start off with some veggie wraps served up by Roti.   If beef is your thing, check 
out Ruth’s Chris for a slice of their classic tenderloin, try a signature mini “Motherlode” 
burger from The Claim Company or stop by Elegance in Meats for the skirt steak chili. 
Work your way over to Bravo Cucina for some chicken bacon stuffed flat bread or pasta 
Yandolino.  If you still have some room left, try some crab cakes with apple ginger slaw 
from the Hilton.  Satisfy your sweet tooth with a salted caramel sundae from Cadwell’s 
Grille or top off the night with white and chocolate chip Craisin biscotti from Pinstripes 
or tiramisu from Francesca’s North.  These and other mouthwatering selections will be 
served up by the following 20 top North Shore restaurants:

 y Allgauer’s Hilton chicago Northbrook 
 y bravo cucina
 y buffalo Wild Wings
 y cadwell’s Grille /embassy Suites Hotel 
Deerfield

 y california Pizza Kitchen
 y elegance in Meats
 y Francesca’s North
 y Greek Feast
 y Johnny’s Kitchen & tap
 y Landmark Inn

 y Little Louie’s
 y Maggiano’s
 y Marcello’s
 y P.F. changs
 y Pinstripes
 y renaissance chicago North Shore Hotel
 y roti Mediterranean Grill
 y ruth’s chris Steak House
 y the claim company
 y Zapatista

  Admission to the event also includes complimentary beer and soft drinks provided by the 
Renaissance.



Catherine Schager, Catherine Schager De-
signs will hold "Sweet Dreams- Secrets of 
a Calm and Peaceful Bedroom" sharing 
techniques and suggestions for designing 
a relaxing space at Imagine Your Home by 
Orren Pickell, 1799 Willow Road in North-
field on Tuesday, October 1st from 7:00 
-9:00 p.m.  Desserts and beverages will be 
served.  To RSVP call (847) 272-2600 or 
email SweetDreamsEvent@hotmail.com 

The Northbrook Public Library’s 11th annual 
juried art show “The Social Media Show” 
featuring 38 works by artists from across 
the country, will be open to the public 
throughout October and November.  A 
public preview and reception starts at 7:30 
p.m. on Friday October 4th featuring live 
music, refreshments, viewer’s choice vot-
ing and an opportunity to speak with art-
ists about their work.  For information call 
(847)272-7074. 

A recording by violinist Vadim Gluzman 
and pianist Angela Yoffe, North Shore Cham-
ber Music Festival, was selected by celebrity 
choreographer in the season 10 finale epi-
sode of “So You Think You Can Dance” for 
finalist Jasmine Harper.   The recording of 
“Spiegel I’m Spiegel” was released in 2004.  

Congratulations to Jeff Biegel, Fish Window 
Cleaning for being honored as Franchisee 
of the Year at the national Fish Window 
Cleaning convention this summer.  In ad-
dition, he received the Star Performer 
Award and the Top Sales Award for add-
ing over 500 new accounts in 2012.  He was 
also recognized with the Navigator Award 
for his work with prospective franchisees.

To support Breast Cancer Awareness 
Month, Five Seasons Sports Club will hold a 
Family 5K Walk/Run on Saturday, October 
5th, at 9:00 a.m., starting and ending at Five 
Seasons.  Costs are $30 for adults and $20 
for kids, 8 and under are free. Registration 
forms can be picked up at Five Seasons or 
visit www.fiveseasonssportsclub.com.

Ruth’s Chris Steak House features three upcom-
ing pairing dinners in October designed to 
have something for everyone:  A Jim Beam 
cocktail dinner will be featured Thursday, 

October 10th.  Wine lovers will enjoy a 
5-course meal with 90+ Points Italian wines 
on Sunday, October 20th.  The dinner on 
Wednesday, October 30th will highlight 
craft beer in a 4-course pairing meal.  Call 
(847)498-6889 for more information.

To help businesses interact confidently 
with co-workers and customers with dis-
abilities, Duxler Complete Auto Care will spon-
sor a free breakfast workshop at Mag-
giano’s in Skokie on Thursday, October 
10th from 8:00 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. The fun, 
interactive training will be conducted by 
jjslist.com Disability Awareness Players 
who have disabilities themselves.  To learn 
more or to register contact Julie Yusim at 
(847)498-0505.

Two executives at Riverwoods based MAGA 
were recently ranked among the top pro-
fessionals by the American Association for 
Long-Term Care Insurance (AALTCI).  VP 
Peter Florek was ranked 3rd nationally on 
the AALTCI 2013 sales achievement listing 
and President Brian Gordon ranked 6th 
nationally.  The awards program recogniz-
es leading LTCI professionals working to 
meet the needs of consumers.

Techny Towers Conference and Retreat Center 
seeks a tenant for office space consisting 
of two rooms, each 12’ x 18’ off the main 
lobby on its first floor.  The tenant must 
be a not-for-profit organization.  The space 
is available January 1, 2014.  For more in-

formation contact Executive Director Don 
Van Arsdale at (847) 790-8092.

Bonnie Lecat Designs was recently selected as 
“Best Etsy Shop” by Make It Better maga-
zine as part of its Best of 2013 list.   Etsy is a 
social commercial site featuring handmade 
and vintage items.  For more information 
visit www.bonnielecat.etsy.com.

Maggiano’s will hold “Cocktails and a Cause” 
on Thursday, October 17th from 6:00 p.m. 
to 9:00 p.m. to raise awareness about breast 
cancer. The event at their Old Orchard lo-
cation will feature cocktails and appetizers 
along with other activities.  Cost is $30 all 
inclusive.  Call (847)933-9572 to RSVP.

Glenbrook South High School seeks internships 
for students to explore different profes-
sions prior to leaving for college.  Em-
ployers in the following fields are needed:  
physical therapy, nursing, advertising, 
journalism, management, dentistry, ac-
counting, health services, optometry, 
sports marketing and veterinary sciences.  
Any business interested in participating in 
the program will need to commit to sched-
uling approximately 65 hours of (unpaid) 
internship time for a student.   For more 
information contact Rosie McManamon 
at (847)486-4447 or rmcmanamon@Glen-
brook225.org.

 

Chamber President Tensley 
Garris, (r) congratulates Brad 
Eisenberg, AXA Advisors, 
the winner of a fabulous gift 
basket raffled off at the After 
Hours hosted by Mor ton’s 
The Steakhouse last month.  
General Manager Tom Lange, 
(l) welcomed over 100 guests 
who enjoyed the terrific 
hospitality and seeing the 
many beautiful renovations to 
the restaurant including new 
lighting, furnishings, carpet 
and entryway.



Monthly Networking Events 
First Friday Networking Breakfast
Friday, October 4
7:00 a.m. - 9:00 a.m.
chamber Office
$8 members, $15 guests payable at the door*

Join over 100 members for proven net-
working opportunities at the First Friday 
networking breakfast. The structured 
breakfast includes time for informal net-
working, brief introductions, and round 
table discussions that will give you solid 
business leads. Pastries provided cour-
tesy of Leonard’s Bakery and coffee is 
provided courtesy of Starbucks.

* Guests MUST register 24 hours in advance.  
Guest registration will not be taken at the door.

SOHO (Small Office/Home Office)
Wednesday, October 9
11:45 a.m. - 1:15 p.m.
chamber Office
No charge to bring lunch; 
$8 members, $12 guests for catered lunch 
(must be ordered in advance.)

At this informal roundtable discussion, 
entrepreneurs help each other problem 
solve and discuss relevant business con-
cerns.  Participants come from a myriad 
of backgrounds and have a wealth of in-
formation to share.

Members Asked to Update Contact Information
By now all members should have been 
contacted via e-mail or fax to complete 
and return the Chamber’s “Membership 
Verification” form.  Updates provided to 
the Chamber during this annual outreach 
process are vital to ensure accurate infor-
mation appears on the Chamber website, 
and that the correct contact information is 
given out when making referrals.  If your 
business has moved, has a new phone 
number or a new web address, if you have 
employees you would like to delete or add 
to the database, or if you want to make sure 
you receive Chamber newsletter, this a 
great opportunity to update your records 
with the Chamber.   Even if there are no 
changes, please e-mail or respond to the 
Chamber so that we are aware you have 
reviewed your listing.
 In addition to verifying contact infor-
mation, members are reminded to take full 
advantage of the ability to use up to 600 
characters (around 50 words) to describe 
their business specialties and to differenti-
ate themselves from their competitors.   In 
addition to an accurate and up-to-date busi-
ness description, members should also 
make sure they list keywords, which will 
improve search results both on the Cham-
ber’s website and with major search en-
gines such as Google, Yahoo and Bing.  
 Be sure to check the accuracy of your 

physical address which will appear on the 
Chamber website and in publications.  You 
can also list a different mailing address 
where you would like to receive the news-
letter or other mailings from the Chamber.  
Remember to also make sure to list the cor-
rect address for any person receiving the 
newsletter. 
 It is also very valuable for the Cham-
ber to have correct e-mail addresses for all 
members, as it is an efficient means of com-
municating important information.  Please 
note that e-mails provided to the Chamber 
are not sold, given out, or included in any 
publication.
  A great way to check the accuracy 
of your listing is to log onto the Chamber 
website www.northbrookchamber.org.   
Does your business come up in the right 
category?  Could you benefit by being in 
an additional category?   Could your listing 
be more prominent with a hot deal or ban-
ner ad?   These and other low-cost options 
can set your business apart from the oth-
ers and ensure that your business comes 
up in a search.    If you did not receive the 
verification form, or if you have any ques-
tions about how to update your records, 
or are interested in additional market-
ing tools, please contact the Chamber at 
(847)498-5555 and any staff member will 
be happy to help you out.   

to generate over $675,000 a year in proper-
ty tax revenues for the first 10 years.  The 
property tax revenue is expected to jump to 
over $1 million the 11th year and increase 
to $1.68 million after the 12th year.  In 13 
years, the Village would receive $786,930 
and the schools would receive nearly $7 
million in property taxes.
 Sales tax figures predict a steady in-
crease every year starting with just under 
$900,000 the first year increasing to $1.3 
million the 5th year.   Should the adjacent 
5 acre parcel be developed, the combined 
sales and property taxes to the Village 
could total $19.3 million over 13 years. 

Traffic Study and Proposed Improvements
A traffic study conducted on behalf of 
Walmart estimated future increases in area 

traffic around the site, along Skokie Bou-
levard and Sunset Ridge Road.  (Walmart 
was instructed by Village officials not to 
study traffic farther north at the intersec-
tion of Skokie and Dundee.)  According to 
its study, the new Walmart could increase 
traffic by up to 3,800 new car trips per day 
(or 1900 cars).  Currently Skokie Boulevard 
carries roughly 8,000 cars per day.  Studies 
show that roads of this size and configura-
tion can handle up to 40,000 cars a day.  
 A number of improvements to address 
traffic concerns are proposed including 
widening Skokie Boulevard adjacent to the 
site in order to maintain two through lanes 
in each direction and adding left turn lanes 
at each driveway, along with a new traffic 
signal at the north Walmart driveway in-
terconnected with the traffic signals to the 

north.
 To address neighbor concerns about 
traffic on Sunset Ridge Road, the develop-
ers are not planning any access point to 
the site along Sunset Ridge Road and have 
agreed to prohibit the use of Sunset Ridge 
Road to truck traffic.  In addition the plan 
would move the truck dock from the west 
side of the building to the east side to pro-
vide screening from delivery trucks. 
 In order to hear all comments from in-
terested parties, the Plan Commission held 
two public hearings last month.  If needed, 
additional hearings for further testimony 
from the applicant and comments from in-
terested parties will be scheduled.  The de-
liberations on the proposal are expected to 
continue until the end of the year. 
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Bob Caldwell, (l) leads his team of enthusiastic volunteers at the recent meal packing 
program where over 50,000 meals were packaged for distribution to the Northfield 
Food Pantry and other food pantries.

Rik Blyth, Renaissance Chicago North Shore Hotel (r) welcomed workers to the meal 
packing program at the Renaissance.  Gary Bratko, AA Service (front left) was one 
of several volunteers from his company.

Finishing with the last step in the packing process, Ron Kovarsky, Pentasource (l) 
and Stacy Brown, Nestle (r) label the meals and put them in boxes to be sent to area 
food pantries.

Jo Jo Hebl, Matlin and 
Associates and Phil 
Kuhn, Executive Risk 
Management applaud 
t h e  c o m p l e t i o n  o f 
another box packed with 
nutritious meals for 
needy area families.

Karen Harnish and 
fellow volunteers from 
Astellas helped pack 
over 50,000 meals as 
part of the Chamber’s 
second annual meal 
packing event.

Along with over 250 
volunteers, Jacqueline 
Delgado, Renaissance 
Chicago Nor th Shore 
Hotel helped pack meals 
in the afternoon shift as 
part of the Chamber’s 
meal packing program.



1

8
Multi-chamber 
Networking breakfast
7:30 a.m. - 9:30 a.m. 
Holiday Inn, Skokie
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29

OctOber 2013
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28
Annual Auction 

& Taste
Renaissance Chicago 
North Shore Hotel
5:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.

3

10
chamber board 
Meeting
7:30 a.m. - 9:00 a.m.
Chamber Office
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24

31
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9
SOHO
11:45 a.m. - 1:15 p.m. 
Chamber Office

16

23

30

4
First Friday 
Networking breakfast 
7:00 a.m. - 9:00 a.m. 
Chamber Office

11
Leadership 
Northbrook
8:15 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Nestle Pizza

18

25


